Power of Prayer  (2 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Who is the one person you find it easiest to talk to?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Prayer is simply communicating with God.  What could be simpler?  And yet [hundreds] of books have been written and [thousands] of lessons have been taught on the subject of prayer.  We were created as unique individuals, and we each have our own preferred style of communication.  As a result, there are almost as many styles of prayer as there are people.  
Q- Is there a “right” way to pray?  Is there a “wrong” way to pray?  What do we get right? Or wrong?
Q- Where do people learn how to pray?  Where did you learn how to pray?
There is nothing wrong with asking about how to pray or seeking to learn more about prayer.  The Disciples had been living with Jesus and yet they still needed help with prayer.  They weren’t ashamed to ask Jesus to teach them how to pray.  And Jesus didn’t chastise them for asking. (Luke 11:1)

Jesus is the model of the life we should seek to lead, and he gives us many examples of prayer. 
Q- How did Jesus pray?  [Point them to scripture reading]
Jesus prayed in a variety of ways in several different situations…  He prayed in solitude. He prayed in public. He stood.  He kneeled.  He looked up to Heaven.  He didn’t look up.  He prayed in times of joy.  He prayed in anguish.  He set aside time to just to pray.  He would pray in the middle of doing other things.  He prayed over meals.  He prayed for the sick.  Jesus didn’t follow a formula; whenever He wanted to talk to God, He prayed.
Q- How did Jesus instruct us to pray? 

Jesus mostly taught by example.  He did instruct his followers not to recite empty prayers over and over, and not to pray in public for the sake of being thought of as a devout person (sometimes it is good pray openly and to let others see you pray.)  But when his disciples asked Him to teach them to pray, He gave them what’s known as “The Lord’s Prayer.”  Notice He said this is how you should pray.  Some people tend to recite this prayer without thinking about what they are saying. That’s not the purpose of the Lord’s Prayer.  The important part of this prayer is what the words express.  The concepts in this short prayer were revolutionary for people in Jesus’ day.

“Our Father in heaven…” – relationship, back then people didn’t think of God as their Father.

“…your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” – submission, he starts by surrendering to God’s will, and asks that the kingdom of God come to earth
“our daily bread…” provision, Every day reliance on the provider.
“…forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” – accountability, he ties our forgiveness to how we live out our faith in God’s mercy

“And lead us not into temptation,    but deliver us from the evil one” – guidance, asking God to lead/protect

“yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory” - defining reality,  God this is your world and I am yours
Our prayers should also reflect an open relationship with God.  We should seek His will and seek to be transparent in our communication with Him.  It takes an open heart to receive His response.

 Internal Q-  Are your prayers an open communication with God? Is it easy to talk to God?  Do you seek to be transparent with God?  What can you do to really connect with God through prayer?  How can you change up your prayer life?   Have you been praying the wrong way?  How will you change?  {Prayer}
Vision: Pray.  Pray at different times.  Pray in different places.  Be in open communication with God throughout the week.  Let your prayer life be out of the ordinary.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 6:5-6 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Matthew 26:41/Mark 14:38

41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Luke 11:1  One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray…
Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV)
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, your will be done,    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts,    as we also have forgiven our detors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,    but deliver us from the evil one.’
for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Mark 1:35
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

Luke 5:16  16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.
