Power of Prayer  (1 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  If you could have ANY 1 THING… What would it be?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Tell us something powerful about prayer.

The Power of Prayer. Prayer wins battles, defeats enemies, and rescues people from prison walls. It changes hearts – it changes countries, cultures and generations. Prayer heals, prayer saves.  It erases our sin and puts us in right standing with God. Prayer has no expiration date… and you can be confident that your prayer is heard both now and forever! 
Q- There are a lot of benefits to prayer, yet many followers of Christ lack a real prayer life. Why?

Many people have a misunderstanding of prayer. We make it more difficult than it really is. Prayer is simply talking to God… but why do you hear some people talk to God with all the doeths and the thus and soeths? They would never talk to their friends like this…? 
Q- Why would someone conjure up the King James English to pray? 

Prayer is not about your ability… It’s about God’s ability. If you pray with over the top emotion or with a simple whisper - it’s still about God’s ability. Nor can your intellect and vocabulary impress God into acting on your behalf. The length of your prayer isn’t a deciding factor.  You can’t conjure up God and make Him move.  Then it would be about your ability to make God move.   Q- Is there a deciding factor for the power of prayer? What? 
Yes there is a deciding factor!  Your connection with God is the factor.  “The prayer of a Righteous man is powerful and effective.”  The word righteous can be overwhelming… think Right-standing. The prayer of a man/woman in right standing with God is powerful and effective.  Q- Describe “right standing” with God.
Q- Tell us about a time prayer was “powerful and effective” for you. 

In Revelation 5 we are offered a glimpse into heaven and we see vials containing the prayers of the saints. They are on display in heaven & they smell good. Prayer is kinda like heavens potpourri. The point is… Every prayer you have ever prayed, every prayer prayed for you... is still working! Prayer has no expiration date. God holds onto every prayer and puts them on display in heaven.  GOD LOVES YOUR RAYERS!
Let’s talk prayer misconceptions…
Prayer is not repeating the same words over and over (Matthew 6:7)
God is not reluctant - He is willing…

Prayer is not getting God’s attention… it’s placing your attention on Him.

Prayer is not alerting God of Your need…. He already knows.
An unanswered prayer is not a failure… Not praying is a failure. 

Jesus had an unanswered prayer in the Garden…

Prayer is not a last option.

Prayer is not about you or your need.  We often focus only on ourselves and our need in prayer… We’ll learn more about that next week.
Q- Any questions about prayer?
Q- What can we pray with you about?   [Take requests. Don’t let it bog down]    {Prayer}
Vision: Pray this week.  Actually take time every day this week to talk to God and invite Him to talk to you.
Expect Him to talk to you.  When he does be ready to share it with your friends at Connect Group!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
James 5:15-17 (New International Version)

15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 

16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

1 John 5:13-15 (New International Version)

14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

Matthew 6:7 (King James Version)

7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.
Revelation 5:8 (New International Version)

8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people.
