Philemon: Bound in Love (4 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Favorite Breakfast Cereal of ALLL TIME!
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
It’s our 4th and final look at the 1 chapter book of Philemon. Let’s review.  Q- Who wrote the book and from where? (Paul from prison). Q- Paul wrote 4 books from 2 prison cities can we name the books and from where? Philemon, Colossians (Caesarea prison), Ephesians, Philippians (Roman prison) Q- What human rights subject is in the forefront of Philemon? (Slavery). Q- Some have criticized the Bible as supporting slavery and even use Philemon to support their claim.. but what have we learned from our study that counteracts the claim of cruelty? (Roman slavery not built on cruelty but to gain status, Paul encourages the relationship of brothers instead of master and slave, Paul suggests Philemon free Onesimus).
Paul begins his final plea for Philemon to do the right thing in v17. Paul expects the best from Philemon

because he knows Philemon is a good, loving man and has been a partner in sharing the gospel with

others. You would hope the leader of a house church and Christian community in the city of Colossae

would listen to the apostle Paul!
Q- Have you ever stood up for someone or stepped into a situation to try to make things right? What

happened and what did you learn from it? 
There are always barriers to reconciliation. Q- What potential barrier or roadblock does Paul attempt to alleviate in v19? 

Paul claimed to really care about Philemon, Onesimus, & the situation. In v19 Paul puts his “money where his mouth is”, as he takes financial responsibility for Onesimus’ potential wrongs and Philemon’s losses. Q- What do you think about Paul’s willingness to step into the situation with his checkbook? 

It is not enough to stand on the sidelines. We are called to enter the field. It is not enough to stand far away and offer words to others. Words like.. “You need to do better. You should make this right. You should go in this new direction. You should get over that past hurt. You should just have more faith.”  Paul didn’t just offer words. He also gave action.. He gave of himself. 

Q- What obstacles to reconciliation can we face today?

Q- What excuses can we make to leave relationships broken rather than try to fix them? 

Fixing relationships often means making a sacrifice. We may “lose” something in the process. But Paul’s point is, a renewed and whole relationship is worth far more than the price paid to achieve it. Q- How is this like the Gospel message of Jesus?  (Jesus took our loss/debt to fix our relationship with God. We are worth it.)
It sounds like Paul converted both Philemon (1:19) and Onesimus (1:10). That gives Paul a very special relationship with both of them and makes him the perfect person to help make this situation right again. Could it be that you are the perfect person to help in the situation? Perhaps we play pivotal roles in certain relationships yet are not aware that we could help… or perhaps we aren’t willing to pay the cost. Either way we must know that God expects more from us. We must know by now that God repays our losses. We should know that a reconciled relationship is worth it.
We don’t know the outcome of Paul’s letter. Q- What do you think happens?

Internal Q- Are you the person to bring healing to a situation? Will you offer more than words? Are you willing to take the loss? Do you understand there is more to gain that what you could lose? Do you understand God repays?   {prayer}
1.
Vision:  Paul sat in chains, but he paid the debts of the free. 
Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you[eh] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[b] who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
