Philemon: Bound in Love (3 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about an “inside joke” you have with someone… even if we don’t “get it”
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Q- Who wrote Philemon & where did he write it? (Paul from Prison in Caesaria – He also mentions Timothy)
Q- Paul is making an appeal in the letter. For whom is he making the appeal? (Onesimus) What is the appeal? (Slave and master reconciled)  Q- Can anyone describe the slave situation of the ancient world and how it is different from the western world’s understanding? (slaves could become roman citizens and have a better life. The system was not built on cruelty)
Paul wants Philemon to do the right thing, but for the right reason. You may pick up on this in verse 8. Here is a key difference between the kingdoms of the world and the Kingdom of our God. God doesn’t just want you to do the right thing.. He wants you to do the right thing for the right reason. Our national government doesn’t care if your motivation for paying taxes.. they only care that you pay them. They don’t care if you are doing it “for the right reason” they will take money from a grouch. Compare that to God who asks you to be a giver, but what he really loves is a cheerful giver! (2 Cor 9:7)
Q- Give some examples of doing right things but not for the right reason. Q- Why do you think motives matter to Paul & to God?

Paul is definitely challenging Philemon, but Paul’s challenge is not an order. The Apostle, Philemon’s Spiritual leader, could have approached Philemon with an order, guilt, and shame.  Q- But how does Paul approach Philemon?  (v8 appeal on the basis of Love)
God’s way is that we do right out of love and not a list of rules and obligation. God makes His appeal to us out of love. Paul is doing this.. and we should also make our appeals out of love.  Q- Are people more likely to order or to appeal?  And why?  

Paul is in prison, yet he is concerned with the mending of a broken relationship. Even though Paul was dealing with his own set of problems he took the time to mediate between Onesimus and Philemon. Q- Why is the mending of relationships important? 

Healthy, loving, Christian relationships are relationships that recognize value & unity in Christ. To see these two brothers at odds with each other was heart breaking to Paul. We should feel the same.  Paul looked past his own situation to see the need in people.. but not just need. Paul saw value. Q- What value did Paul see in Onesimus? Check out Verse 10-16. (Like a son (10), Useful (11), his very heart (12), help (13), dear brother fellow man (16))  

Paul honors a slave, Onesimus, and raises his status in the eyes of Philemon in an effort to encourage Philemon to take him back and reconcile this broken relationship. It is so easy to de-value those who treat us poorly or hurt us… But a hurting, bound, prisoner, apostle Paul showed us a better way. All people are valuable and important, regardless of what our society tells us they are worth. 
If we are going to mend our own broken relationships, 3 things have to happen that Paul teaches us here..

1. We do all things through the lens of love/the basis of love.(v9). 2. Everyone is valuable and special to someone else and that should make them valuable to us as well. 3. We have to view people from a godly perspective. Other Christians, even ones we don’t get along with are our brothers and sisters in Christ and we make every effort to make things right in our relationships with others.
Internal Q- Who is God wanting you to reconcile? Do you view them as valuable & useful? Can you look at the situation through the lens of love? {prayer}
1.
Vision:  Paul sat in chains, but he was still a partner to the free. 
Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in __________ with each other

2. Grow in relationship with ____
3. Grow in _______ and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be ________. Everyone is _______ and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not ______ or debate!  

We place ________ as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this ______ ______; therefore we will all participate in ______ meetings from _____ to _____ on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to ________ and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on _______, Keep it ____, Keep all comments _________.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become __________.
What is said in here stays in here. No ______!

Last but not least…  ________________________________!

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you[a] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[b] who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
