Philemon: A partner in chains (2 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I’d rather be anywhere than…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Paul’s brief letter to Philemon was written from Jail. Q- Can we name the other 3 Paul prison letters?  (Philemon, Colossians (Caesarea prison), Ephesians, Philippians (Roman prison))
Paul’s letter to Colossians has some interesting overlaps with Philemon.

• Both are introduced as coming from both Paul and Timothy.

• Both introduce Paul as a prisoner (Philemon 1:1, Col 4:3).

• Both mention Onesimus and Archipus (Philemon 1:1:2, Col 4:9, 17).

• In the final greetings section of both letters, 5 out of 6 of the people mentioned are in both Philemon and           

    Colossians. So we would probably be correct to assume that Philemon lives in Colossae. 

Last week we took note that Philemon was a committed Christian. In verse 1 Paul calls him a fellow worker. In fact the church meets in Philemon’s house, leading Scholars to believe he serves as a Pastor to the people.

The early church didn’t meet in large auditoriums. They met in homes and were scattered throughout the city. Q- What advantages have you seen of worship & Scripture study in a home small group setting versus a large auditorium?   Q- What disadvantages are there?  
This letter was written going on 2000 years ago. It is ancient. The ancient letters of the Bible had a particular format that would be valuable for us to recognize. Look over the scripture and try to recognize these important sections.  Q- Who are the writers? (“Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ and Timothy our brother” (1:1)  Q- Name the Recipient? (Philemon 1:1) Q- Proper letters say hello. What verses are the Salutation/Greeting. (1:2) Q- Prayer, wish, or thanksgiving. (1:4-7)  Q- Body of the letter. (1:8-22)  Q- Final greeting or farewell. (1:22-23)
Paul writes “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Now Paul is writing this from the middle of hardship, yet he would have others experience grace and peace. Q- How is this a picture of God’s Kingdom and how does it differ from how the world acts in hardship?
You’ve heard “misery loves company.” The world’s mentality is that “if I have to suffer you should suffer too..” This is not how we should act in the kingdom.  Humans like to be understood. We want people to understand what we are going through… but in this letter Paul never describes his turmoil. He never tries to make Philemon understand how bad it is in prison.  Q- Instead of being understood what is Paul’s concern in this letter? (Philemon and Onesimus reconciling… OTHERS are the focus.) Q- How can we be like this? (first we have to admit we aren’t like this…)

Next we find Paul writing thanksgiving and prayer. It sounds like Paul prays specifically for Philemon, by

name, and on regular occasions. Part of expressing our thankfulness for others is praying for them regularly. Q- Are we really thankful for the people in our life if we don’t pray for them? What do you think?
Q- In verse 6 what benefit does he pray for Philemon to experience? Can you explain what that means?
We often pray for people to be healthy or those lost spiritually to be found. Maybe there is a place in our prayer life we need to practice praying for the spiritual growth, maturity and well being of other Christians as Paul does for Philemon. Notice Paul says Christians are in a partnership with each other. We are in this together, on the same page, trying to accomplish the same things.  
Internal Q- Are you partnering with others? ..The people in this room? Are you full of prayer and thanksgiving?  {prayer}
1.
Vision:  Paul sat in chains, but he was still a partner to the free. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you[a] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[b] who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
