Ordinary People: Nehemiah (6)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you tried to build something…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Nehemiah had a terrible job. He was the King’s cup bearer – he tested the drink to make sure it hadn’t been poisoned. Think about that… He was a servant living far from Jerusalem in a time of exile. He was ordinary and no one would have picked him to be one of the greatest leaders in the history of Israel. They thought his life was best served as a poison detector – like his life didn’t matter.. God saw otherwise. 
Q- Being told your life doesn’t matter, how might that effect someone? 
Nehemiah receives news that Jerusalem is in ruins – the walls have been broken and burned.
Q- Tell us about a time you received really bad news?  How did you respond in that moment?
Q- How did Nehemiah respond to the news of Jerusalem’s walls?
Nehemiah sat and wept and for days mourned, fasted, and prayed. He was deeply affected by was happening in his homeland. We don’t read that anyone else had this heavy response to the news. Nehemiah felt compelled.
Q- Have you ever felt compelled to do something like Nehemiah? Tell us about it.
Q- Why aren’t more people compelled today?  We are surrounded by a broken world – Shouldn’t we be compelled?

Nehemiah did much more than cry and pray. He went to the king and asked if he could return to Israel to rebuild the wall.  Wait a second... This guy is a cup bearer – He should never talk to a king and he doesn’t know how to build a wall. Well did God tell him to do this?  No! We never read that Nehemiah saw a burning bush, witnessed an angel, or heard the audible voice of God.  Nehemiah was simply compelled.
We talk a lot about listening to and hearing God’s voice. We often say to ourselves that we would do something amazing for God if He gave us a miraculous sign, if I were to hear an audible voice. We are waiting on ifs..  Nehemiah puts us to shame!  He acted because he saw something that was broken and new it was right to fix it.
Q- Do we sometimes wait on ifs when we have the ability to act? Why? 
Q- What’s broken in our world? How can we fix it?

Long story short – The King lets the cup bearer return home. Nehemiah leads a team and together they rebuild the wall in 52 days. In a short amount of time he restored Jerusalem. We live in a broken world but Nehemiah would tell us that we can make a difference.

But it’s not always easy!!  Israel’s enemies noticed the wall being rebuilt and sought to stop it.  They stationed forces around Jerusalem. How did these wall builders respond? They carried their swords even as they worked. 

Q- What can we learn from their example? 
The Enemy had no success attacking Israel head on so they tried something else… They tried to distract Nehemiah. “Come meet with us.”  They wanted to get Nehemiah away from his work. If they could get him alone then they could also harm him. Q- How did Nehemiah respond? What do you think of his response?

The enemy can’t beat us 1 on 1 – God is for us!  The best thing he can do is distract us a lure us away.. 
Internal Q- Is there a work I can do?  What is that work? Do I really believe God can use me? Have I been distracted from that work?  Am I ready to commit to God’s work like never before? <Pray>  
Vision: An ordinary cup bearer did the impossible. There is nothing too hard for God!
There is a new series starting next week – VILLAGE PEOPLE. It will redefine Community! 
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Nehemiah 1:3-4 (NIV)
3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire. ”
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.
Nehemiah 4:15, 17-18 (NIV)
15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to our own work.
17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked.

Nehemiah 6:1-4 (NIV)
When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the villages[a] on the plain of Ono. ”
But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer.
