Ordinary People: Esther (2 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Responsibility can be scary… Tell us about at time you were scared of a responsibility.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 

In the book of Esther we find the Jewish people who stayed behind in the Persian Empire rather than return to Israel after the time of exile had ended. They are working and living their lives apart from God in Persia. The Persian King, Xerxes, had a short temper – He had just kicked out his queen for displeasing him and was going to hold a beauty contest to find the next queen.  Esther, a Bible Heroine, was a knock out! Her uncle Mordecai, who was raising her because her parents had died, encouraged her to enter the beauty contest but keep her Hebrew nationality secret – and she won the heart of the king. Her good looks and God’s providence placed Esther, a peasant Jew, as Queen of Persia. 
Q: How might it be difficult going from a Peasant to a Queen?
Q: Have you ever been in a situation where you stepped into a new role? How did you handle that? 
Esther stepped out for God and ending up stepping up in prominence. She didn’t yet know why God had placed her in this position but here she was in the King’s castle.

Q- Has God ever opened a door for you but you didn’t know what was on the other side of the door? Have you ever wondered WHY God has put you in a situation?  What is that like? 

Q- How do we learn why God puts us in certain positions?
God promotes our position because He likes to bless us, but that is not all. God often places us in situations to bring hope, to stand up for the oppressed, to speak a word of healing or peace, to share the gospel with someone that never has received it. God always seems to have a reason for placing and promoting us. God had a reason for Esther!
This prominent position of Queen leads to her intervention when the wicked Haman plots to kill off the entire Jewish

Race. Haman was 2nd in command in Persia and he had a hateful grudge against Mordecai. He hated Mordecai so much that he sought to destroy every one of Hebrew Nationality.
Q- Have you ever had an enemy? Someone that just seemed to hate you and want to cause you harm?  Why does God let that happen and how should we respond?
There’s no real way to dress this up pretty. It’s an ugly truth – People will hate you because of Jesus. Let’s also point out that it makes no sense that people will hate you on account of Jesus – after all he is wonderful, merciful, and full of love. Haman had a beef with mordecai that went beyond a normal disagreement. Let’s make this clear – Haman’s hatred was a spiritual attack against God himself.  If you can’t hurt God you would naturally try to hurt the people He loves. The same is true for you ordinary people in this room – We feel attacked by the enemy – but it’s really an attack on God.

Attacking us is a big mistake!  God is for us – who can be against us? 
Haman, using crafty language, has the King sign into law the extermination of the Jews. They set the date and no one can overturn the Kings rule – except the King.  As the day of execution approaches Mordecai tells Esther she must talk to the King. Esther is Queen but remember what happened to the previous queen?  Also, anyone who approaches the king without being summoned would be put to death… Mordecai says what every ordinary person needs to hear - “who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 
Esther & others, spend days praying and fasting and then walks into the Kings courtroom and bows herself to the ground – The King bids her come – long story short – She reveals Haman’s treachery. The king has Haman killed on the very spike he meant to kill Mordecai with – and Mordecai receives Haman’s job and became 2nd in the land.

God saved the Day -  by using an ordinary peasant girl who believed God had put her in position for such a time as this.
Q- Have you ever had a “for such a time as this” moment? Tell us about that.
Q-What keeps us from taking advantage of those “for such a time as this” moments?

Internal Question: Do you believe God has placed you for such a time as this?  Do you believe He has a plan for your life? Are you willing to trust Him?  Are you willing to step out on faith and step into His promise?
We are ordinary people, but our God is not ordinary. He has placed us in position for such a time as this. 
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Esther 4:13-16 (NIV) 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”
Mark 13:13 (NIV) 13 Everyone will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
