Ordinary People: Abraham (1 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Share a funny mistake you made..
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Genesis 12:2, Genesis 13:2, and Genesis 14:19-20
Abraham: one of the greatest heroes of the Bible.  God chose Abraham! God changed his name – from Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (Father of multitudes).  God told him to leave his home for a new unseen land.  That’s hard.  Imagine leaving everything you know and love for a land you have not even seen.  He left everything he knew and loved just because God said “leave”….  Abraham’s life story is one for the ages.  He and his wife Sarah had a son in their old age after years of waiting…Abraham prayed for Lot in Sodom and Gomorrah and God spared Lot’s life….God promised Abraham to be a source of blessing for all the people on the earth. 
Q:  God chose Abraham… Why & How does God choose someone?

Q:  Why do you think God chose Abraham?

Abraham was chosen by God.. Not because He was perfect, strong, good looking, or smart… but because he listened.  God always wants to speak truth and blessings into our lives.  The main problem is that we don’t listen when God speaks.
Q:  Why don’t more people listen when God speaks?

God sometimes says scary things, like “Go do something new you’ve never done before.” Many times we will respond to God’s promises for our life with a one word response….REALLY?  
Q:  Has God ever told you to do something that sounds crazy? Tell us about it.

God told Abraham some pretty crazy things…leave your home, you and your wife will have a son despite your age and sacrifice your son to me.  You might say yeah.. but He’s a Bible Hero – He’s like a super hero of faith… He was perfect..
Q:  Abraham listened to God but was he perfect? Talk about it..
Abraham was a great man…but he was also a flawed man.  At one time in his life he actually doubted God’s promise of a son.  He decided to sleep with one of his wife’s handmaidens to have a son.  Twice Abraham lied about his wife to save his own skin.   Can you imagine your boyfriend or husband saying please pretend to be my sister so that I can be treated well?  Abraham did this very thing!  Just like any lie, his plan backfired…read Genesis 12 and see how his lie backfired.

Q:  Why would God chose to call somebody that would doubt Him and lie when things got a little scary?

God knew that Abraham was a flawed man but God also knew that Abraham could be used because he would listen.  Abraham made mistakes but always came back to God.  We can learn a lot about faith and standing firm by looking at Abraham’s failures.  He failed many times but never quit.  We should take our failures and decide that our calling is greater than any mistake we make.  We should learn from Abraham’s example.  NOT that Abraham was perfect and untouchable BUT that Abraham was a man, made of flesh and bone just like you and I.  He was NOT PERFECT he was ORDINARY.  He was an ordinary man that God used in an extraordinary way.  If Abraham can be used then you and I can be used too.  

Q:  In Genesis 17 God told Abraham to “walk before me and be thou perfect.”  What does this mean?
The word perfect here doesn’t mean without error – Everyone besides Jesus has error.  The word perfect means Whole, Complete and innocent. We can’t be without error – but thru Christ we can be complete…
Q:  Why do we think God only uses perfect –Errorless- people?
Internal Q: Do you think God has chosen you just like He chose Abraham?   What is God asking you to do that sounds crazy? Are you willing to let God use you? What has stopped you in the past? Are you ready to change?
Vision… God chose you! Get past your mistakes and LET GOD USE YOU.  God wants to use you and you want to be used of God so don’t let the mistakes you have made stand in the way of your destiny with God.

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Geneses 12:1-2 (NIV) The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
Genesis 17:1 (KJV) And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.
Genesis 12:12 (NIV) 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.”
