Ordinary People: Noah (4 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  2 choices - Tell us about a weird experience you had on a boat – or with animals… 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Tell the story of Noah…
Imagine living in a time when people didn’t know what rain was. Imagine living in a time where the world was so sinful that God was going to wipeout the earth’s population and start over.  Imagine you are the guy that God reveals this plan and He wants to save you and your family only. This happened to Noah.
Noah was a father.  Noah was a survivor.   Noah may have built the famed ark, but believe us when we say - Noah was just a guy.  He wasn’t super strong like Samson, deadly like David, or smart like Solomon, but nonetheless, the bible says there was something special about Noah.   Q- What was special about Noah? Why would God choose him?
We read that Noah was a righteous man, blameless, and he walked with God. God looked throughout the earth and found someone he could trust – someone who hadn’t been completely corrupted by society. Noah wasn’t extra-ordinary – he was just a guy that was trying to do what’s right in a world that was doing what was wrong. 
Q- Are we living in a world that is trying to do what is wrong?  How so?

Q- How can we do what’s right in a world that is doing wrong constantly? 

Noah may not have been a physical giant or even killed one, but he was a giant in his faith.  To say that you are blameless among the people of your time is HUGE.  Almost as huge as the fact that God was deciding to wash the Earth clean and start over.  Noah was the only righteous guy on Earth and a lot of people benefitted from Noah following God. His wife, 3 Sons, and 3 daughter-in-laws… And the entire human race after Noah – Us here today!
God chose Noah – But the rest of the people made fun of him. They didn’t understand the situation, they refused to believe, and they kept right on sinning even though they received a stern warning.  Noah and his 3 boys were left to build the ark by themselves…
Q- Have you ever felt alone in your faith?  Ever been made fun of?  (Ever make fun of other people faith?)
God spares Noah and crew and task them with taking care of all of the animals. Yes that’s right… ALL animals!  God trusted Noah to take care of himself, so He knew that he could trust Noah to take care of ALL of the animals.  God gave Noah very specific instructions to build the ark: Genesis 6:14-16   God followed God’s instructions..
Q- Has there ever been a time you wanted to obey God, but didn’t want follow his instructions exactly? Let’s talk..
If they wanted to be serious about it, the Bible would say “Then Noah built a crazy structure that had multiple layers and didn’t really look like a boat, but was bigger than a football field.  And the people looked hither and thither and they dost laugheth at how dumb Noah looked following a magic voice in space..” But Noah was righteous and he did all that God commanded.  Noah kept on keeping on even if he didn’t look cool, even at great personal cost to his family, even if it made no sense, he built that boat-thing.  So he brought his family into the ark and they were all saved.  Noah did an amazing thing and was part of one of the greatest events in history.  Even though what happened was extraordinary, Noah obeyed God, ignored the jeers around him, and built the Ark….God did the rest.   
We are going to push for transparency with our last question this week…

Q- Is there something in your life that God wants you to do?  What’s stopping you from doing it? <Eph 2:10>
Internal Q- Are you “doing as He commands” or are you doing what’s comfortable. <Pray>  
Vision: God is laying out good works for us to do and all we have to do is obey His commands.  If all you do is live a righteous life and obey God’s commands, even though you’re an ordinary person, you can be a hero.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Genesis 6:5-8
5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them." 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 This is the account of Noah and his family.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God.
Genesis 6:14-16
14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks.
Genesis 6:22

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.
Genesis 7:5

5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.
Ephesians 2:10

10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
