Ordinary People: Joshua (3 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture
Q- How important is a good leader?
Have you ever had to pick up where someone else left off?  Have you ever had to do what everyone else told you was impossible?  Have you ever heard of Hoshea?
From what we can tell Hoshea was an ordinary person.  He was one of the Israelites wandering through the wilderness, waiting to enter the Promised Land.  He is first mentioned in the Bible when he is chosen as one of the twelve spies sent to explore the land of Canaan.  At this time, Moses gave him the name by which he is more commonly known: Joshua.  FYI: Hoshea means Salvation; Joshua means “The Lord is Salvation.”
God had promised the Israelites this land.  The spies saw that it was fruitful and good, flowing with “milk and honey.”  But they also saw the current inhabitants of the land.  Joshua (and Caleb) knew that they could take the land because God was with them, but the other ten spies were more persuasive.  They gave an evil report, and convinced the people of Israel not to enter the Promised Land.  As a result, they had to wander in the desert for another forty years.
Q:  Talk about a time you stood up for your faith?  What happened?
Whenever there is a popular or prominent leader, either a political leader or the CEO of a big company, and the time comes for them to step down, their successor often has a difficult job.  People say they have “big shoes to fill.”  Well, Joshua was Moses’ servant, and when it came time for Joshua to take over for Moses, he had some huge shoes to fill.  Moses had spent so much time with God on Mount Sinai that his face glowed, but after he died, it was Joshua’s responsibility to lead the people of Israel across the Jordan and to conquer the land.
Q:  Has anyone had to take over a big project from a popular leader?  How did it go? How is it difficult?
Israel had been wandering through the wilderness for 80 years.  That nomadic lifestyle was the only life that they had ever known & Moses was the only leader that they had ever known.  That’s not an easy situation to step into! God was calling Joshua to be a leader – to lead Israel into a land occupied by powerful warriors that would have to be defeated.  Never the less, Joshua led the people into this new land, into a new lifestyle, and successfully into battle against powerful adversaries.  How did he do it?  How did he go from servant and spy to the leader of a nation?
Q:  What made Joshua a successful leader?  [He always had faith in and obeyed God.]

Q: God called Joshua to lead His people.  Have you ever felt God calling you to be a leader? Tell us..
Joshua’s faith in God took priority over everything.  Joshua had never been trained to be a leader, to lead an army, to govern people… He wasn’t equipped…  He was ordinary - But God called him.

Q- What are some excuses people give to avoid the leadership God is calling them into?

Q- Have you ever wanted to avoid God’s call on your life?
Joshua led Israel into the land, and into victory! It wasn’t always easy. The Lord instructed Joshua how the Israelites should fight their 1st battle. Joshua listened, and the Israelites defeated Jericho.  The Lord gave Joshua some strange instructions:  march around it for seven days blowing trumpets.  But Joshua obeyed, and the Lord delivered the city of Jericho to the Israelite army.  That victory is one of the things that Joshua is most remembered for.  Joshua’s life wasn’t problem free. Leadership isn’t problem free.  He had some difficulties and some defeats, but he always maintained his faith in God.  He believed that God would do what He said He would do.  Near the end of his life Joshua called on the people to make up their mind and choose whether they would worship false gods or the true God.  Then he declared:  “But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

Internal Q:  [Internal]  Do you believe God will do what He promised?  Are you prepared to follow God even in the face of opposition? Do you feel God calling you to lead? Are you ready to say yes? {Prayer}
Vision:  Trust in the Lord! He knows what He is doing.  He will help you lead the way for others.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Numbers 14:6-9  6Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.”
Deuteronomy 31:7-8  7Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance. 8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
Hebrews 11:30  By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.
Joshua 24:15  But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
