Not a Fan: Uncomfortable (5 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite thing to get at a concession stand?

AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Welcome to the final installment of the Not a Fan series. Q- Can someone remind us of the difference between a FAN of Jesus and a FULLY COMMITTED FOLLOWER of Jesus.

A fan is an enthusiastic admirer that receives the benefits but never crosses over into sacrifice. A fully committed follower has an enthusiasm, but also has a commitment to serve and to remain even when things are difficult.

We read about Jesus handing out free bread. Q- What does this story have to say about our lives and commitment to Christ?

If you ever played little league baseball you will perhaps remember that after every game the concession stand would give a free treat to the players. At times, young players on the field would think about what candy they would receive, rather than focusing effort for their team sport. After the game, win or lose, the players would line up and slap hands for good sportsmanship, and then they would make a dead sprint to the concession stand.  The sacrifice to beat the line would often outweigh the sacrifice on the diamond.

We often want the candy rather than the commitment.  Q- Do you agree?  How is this seen in day to day life? Q- Do you think most people just want the benefits of a relationship with God or are they really making sacrifices?

The people in John 6 said "Sir always give us this bread." That is a fan thing to say isn't it!? It is evident that they would follow as long as food flowed. 

Q- We value transparency here at Connect Group.  So honestly.. Does anyone own a SNUGGIE?  If so tell us about it.

Regardless of what you think about Snuggies, they are comfortable. As of 2009 over 20 million people have worn the snuggie sleeved blanket.  The success of Snuggie points to one thing - We like comfort.

We read Luke 9:57-62 where Jesus invited people to follow Him.  Q- All of them where fans of Jesus, yet WHY did none of them follow Him?  [comfort – they chose comfort over Christ’s call]

Following Jesus is not comfortable. Q- What are some uncomfortable things about being a fully committed follower of Jesus?

Being a fully committed follower will cost you some things. You will be asked to serve. You will be commanded to do uncomfortable things like forgive others and be humble. There are times when Jesus offers a rebuke and not bread. Choosing to follow Jesus will cost you everything...
Internal Q- Is following Jesus costing you anything?  Are you just a fan or a follower?  Christ calls for us to follow. Will we choose comfort over His call? What comfort will you give up in following Jesus tonight?{prayer}
Vision:  Go beyond fandom.  Do something for Christ that costs you..
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Luke 9:57-62 (NIV)  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

Luke 14:6 (NIV) Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 

13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.

24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”

32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe.

Vision:  Go beyond fandom.  Do something for Christ that costs you..
