Not a Fan: Nic @ night (4 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something SILLY you did that you hoped no one saw?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Perhaps fans think they are followers. It is so easy to confuse enthusiastic admiration with devotion. There is a funny line that we draw and refuse to move beyond. There are people who are enthusiastic worshippers on Sunday but have never allowed Jesus to walk with them on Monday. There are enthusiastic learners who can tell you what the Bible says but have refused to walk into their purpose and calling that is clearly spelled out in scripture. There are those that are quick to tell you they are Christians with words but not action.. for example they purchase the $20 merchandized shirt declaring their belief but would have a hard time opening up their wallet to give any amount to someone in need.. which of course is part of the Christian belief. 
Perhaps we think we are followers… but are really just fans? Q- What are some of the funny lines we draw between admiration and devotion? And why? 
We just read about Nicodemus. Q- Describe who he is and what he was doing in John 3. (Pharisee, on an important council, talking to Jesus…)  Q- Nic was talking to Jesus  AT NIGHT. Does this hold any meaning? What might this insinuate? 
People often do things in the cover of night they would not do in the light of day. This is likely the case of Nicodemus. He is talking to Jesus when no one else sees him. He admired Jesus and declared Jesus was “from God” all under the cover of night. Nic was a fan who was not ready to follow Jesus if it cost him something in his personal life.  Q- Describe some of the COST Nicodemus would face if He openly followed Jesus in the day?

The Pharisee made a decision that Jesus was from God, but was not ready for the cost of commitment. “A decision for Christ” is a phrase often heard in the churches. But does a “decision” make us a follower?  Jesus tells Nicodemus in John 3 that his decision to meet with him at night was not enough. Q- What did Jesus tell Nicodemus that he must do? 
Christ’s measurement for being a follower was to be born again. Nic needed to become an entirely different creation. He could not stay where he was. Jesus wants us to follow Him in the day time as well as the night.  He wants us to follow even when it is not easy or convenient.  Q- Does Nicodemus change? Do any of our verses show us a change of heart in him?
Nic very carefully defends Jesus to the council in John 7:51. Knowing it could cost him, he defends Jesus in the light of day. Q- Did his defense cost him personally?  [yes they ridiculed him]  

This looks like a small moment, but it is actually huge. He went from a secret admirer to an open defender. Q- Is there another place where Nicodemus is mentioned in scripture? Where and what happened? [John 19] 
Nic shows up with a fellow Jewish council member, a SECRET FOLLOWER named Joseph. Q- Do you think they were still secret followers after this visible display of affection? Q- Tell us about a time you visibly displayed your love for God EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE NERVOUS OTHERS WOULD SEE?
No Internal Question tonight. Let’s be open and transparent. Nicodemus had a line drawn that excluded Jesus from the day light of his life. TALK about what lines you have drawn in your life. By even revealing this, chances are huge that you will be taking a step from secret admirer to follower. {prayer}
Vision:  I am not a secret admirer. #NOmoreNIC@NIGHT #notAfan
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 3:1-3 (NIV)  Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
John 7:50-53 (NIV) [AS THE PHARISEES CONSPIRED TO ARREST JESUS] Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”
John 19:38- (NIV) Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.[e] 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.
Vision:  I am not a secret admirer. #NOmoreNIC@NIGHT #notAfan
