Not a Fan: allegiance (3 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  (Besides Johnny Depp…) Name a celeb that other people like but you maybe don’t care for?

AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Welcome the 3rd installment of the Not a Fan series.  We want to remind and encourage you to be a fully committed follower of Jesus.

When it comes to sports rivalries you have to pick a side.  There is something kinda wrong if you attend a Dallas Cowboys versus Washington Redskins game and decide you want to root for both teams. There are situations in life where you have to decide whose side you are on. In all high school football fields or basketball gyms, opposing fan bases sit on opposite sides.  You either sit in the home section or the away section. Q- Name some situations in life where we must decide our allegiance?

In life there are opposing forces and you must decide your allegiance. 
When it comes to being a fan, sometimes we collect several musical groups that we follow, several teams that we are devoted to, or multiple authors that we think highly of… For the purpose of conversation let’s call these “add ons.” We are fans of group A’s music, but in addition we also really appreciate group B’s music.  Q- How does this compare to being a fully committed follower of Jesus? Does Jesus allow “add ons?”
We aren’t saying you can’t like other things in life, like hobbies or experiences.  We are saying that as a fully committed follower, we are devoted to Jesus above all else.  Q- Can someone explain why Jesus seems to command us to hate in Luke 14:26? 

Jesus is very clear throughout the Gospels that we are to Love and not hate. In this passage Jesus uses strong language that maybe we don’t understand. The people who followed Jesus in the Gospels probably did so without their families blessing. Many were likely disinherited. Jesus let them know bluntly that a decision to follow Him would require a cost. Jesus would not be one of many, but one and only. Q- Do you know of anyone who made that decision to follow Jesus at great cost?
Q- Tell us about your baptism experience.
Baptism is a decision. Scripture says we are buried into Christ and His death. Baptism is a singular choice for Jesus. Maybe you don’t know this about Baptism. We would love to talk to you about it. 
Jesus is a decision.  But He is not a one-time decision.  He is a decision we must make daily. When we are tempted by sin, we need to make the decision to follow Jesus and turn from temptation. Q- Sometimes we describe sin as a “mistake,” which gives us a feeling of an accidental happening, but perhaps sin is more of a decision. What do you think about Sin being a decision?  (It also means repentance is a decision. Make that decision) 
Q- What does Jesus mean in Luke 11:23? 
There is no middle ground when it comes to Jesus. We need to worship Him with ALL our heart, ALL our mind, ALL our strength.  We need to make the choice to be ALL IN.

Internal Q- Are you All in with Jesus? Would you choose Jesus all over again? Has He been worth it? Are you choosing Him again every day? {prayer}
1.
Vision:  Make a choice today and every day to be a fully committed follower Jesus.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Luke 14:25-27 (NIV) 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Romans 6:3-5 (NIV) don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.
Luke 11:23 (NIV) "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
Vision:  Make a choice today and every day to be a fully committed follower Jesus.
