Not a Fan: DTR (1 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is the craziest thing you have ever seen a fan do, or even done yourself?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
A very vocal girl on the internet touted the benefits of Vegetarianism. When asked about the specifics of her lifestyle she revealed that she only ate meat when she felt like it. Many Vegetarians blasted that she was not a Vegetarian, and that she needed to come up with a new title to call her lifestyle. The term flexitarian was born from this interweb blog post. 

Q- Define Fan. [A fan is an enthusiastic admirer.] Q- Was Jesus interested in gathering a large number of fans? What do you think?  
Jesus fed 5000 people in John chapter 6. Many were fans of this and other miracles. Jesus amassed large crowds.  But in the same chapter Jesus taught something that offended EVERYONE. Many of His disciples left, and it is likely that all of His disciples contemplated leaving. All of this happened because of a single teaching from Jesus that they did not understand.

Q- Remind us what Disciple means. (follower, student/learner) Q- What are some differences between Followers of Christ and Fans of Christ? 
The difference between Fan & Follower is major. Fans are aware of the benefits. They gather close enough to receive the benefits and after they have received their fill, they leave and return back to where they came from.  We see this happen all the time as the popular music act plays at the nearby stadium. Fans fill the stadium, receive the benefit of the performance. They might purchase a T-shirt before heading home.  These fans might return the next time the music act travels to their town… as long as they enjoyed the last performance.  

A follower has a much bigger commitment than a fan. In this example, a follower may be a street team member who helps get the word out about the concert. It may be a stage hand who prepares the venue or a roadie that hauls the heavy expensive equipment. 
Fans & Followers both admire, yet Fan’s admiration is Benefit Based.  Followers are willing to sacrifice for a cause.  Jesus was looking for Followers.  He says “Follow me.”  Not like follow me on Twitter… But a fully committed follower. Q- Describe a fully committed follower of Jesus. What does that look like?

Q- Does anyone know what the acronym DTR means? Can some clue us in?

DTR is short for Define The Relationship. There comes a moment in every dating relationship where an uncomfortable conversation must take place. They must look each other in the eye and say “Where do you see us going?” Define the relationship talks can be scary, but they are necessary for the future.

We believe that Jesus wants to have a DTR talk with us tonight. In Luke 9:23 he defines the relationship he wants to have. Q- What does Jesus mean by “Take up your cross daily?”  
Before Jesus ever carried the cross of Calvary, he commanded us to carry the cross daily. He didn’t want us to be fans of His cross. He asks us bear our own cross in following Him. He wants to follow him DAILY.
Like the quasi-vegetarian girl needed to come up with the flexitarian title, are we quasi-Christians in need of a new title that better describes a life style of “I follow Jesus when I feel like it.. I pray, worship, obey scripture when I feel like it. I share Jesus if I feel like it.”? 

No Internal Question tonight! I want us to be transparent. Q- Are there any ways you want to live differently as a fully committed follower of Christ? {give space for a real transparent talk}{prayer}
1.
Vision:  Take this message to Social Media. Post “I am not a fan of Christ” with the Hastag #NOTaFAN and be ready to have a conversation in the comments.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 6:60 (NIV) On hearing it (Jesus’ teaching on eating His flesh and blood), many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? …66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
Luke 9:23 (NLT) Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me.
Vision:  

Take this message to Social Media. 

Post “I am not a fan of Christ” with the Hastag #NOTaFAN and be ready to have a conversation in the

comments.

