Next: Believe (1 of 6)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: I think it’s unbelievable that…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
We just celebrated the death, burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We spent 7 weeks looking at the sayings of Christ from the Cross. We embrace Calvary… but what comes next? For the answer to this we look to the book of Acts Chapter 2.  Q- Can anyone describe what happens in Acts 2?  
Q- Why is Acts 2 an important chapter?

The Gospel is preached for the first time in Acts 2 by Peter. That’s a big deal!! Q- What is the Gospel? (death, burial, resurrection of Jesus – the good news) 
So there was this big commotion in Acts 2 when the Holy Spirit was first given. The best thing about the commotion is that it got people’s attention and caused them to ask a question. Q- What was their question because of the commotion? (Acts 2:12)
Peter answers their question by telling them that this commotion is the Holy Spirit. But Peter doesn’t stop there. He tells the crowd about Jesus.  Q- The crowd didn’t ask about Jesus specifically but Peter turned the topic towards Jesus. What can we learn about this?

We should always look to turn the conversation towards Jesus. Peter did this and he doesn’t hold back. He directly tells these people that they crucified the messiah. Q- How would you feel if Peter told you this?

Q- How did these people respond to Peter’s message of Jesus? (Acts 2:37 – They Believed)

Their 1st question was “What does this mean?” There 2nd question was “What can/shall we do?” When they heard the message of Jesus being the Messiah and that they were guilty of murdering God’s son they believed it.  Q- What does it mean to believe? ...Is it just mental or is it more?  …Can belief be seen?  (John 3:16 Amplified version)
They believed Peter’s message to such a point that they asked - What do I need to do? How do I need to change? They asked “What’s next?” Their belief went beyond mental agreement. Their belief brought change. Q- Tell us about the time you started to believe in God and the gospel of Jesus?  Share some of the change that came to your life.
Over the next few weeks we will look at Peter’s answer to the question “What shall be do?”  But it all starts right here in believing.  Believe in the Death, Burial, & Resurrection of Jesus. Believe in what Jesus did on the cross and believe that he ascended and that he will return. If you haven’t yet come to believing this – we have to tell you THIS IS WHAT’S NEXT for you.
Now everyone here knows what it’s like to have faith questions. We know what it’s like to have difficulty believing parts of the Bible. We’ve been there, so if you are having trouble believing then you need to talk to us. Find someone in this room that you trust and talk about it.  We would love to see you take the next step of believing.
Maybe you are here and you have taken this step of believing. We are glad, but maybe you need to think of the other people in your life who haven’t taken this step.  Pray for them. Look for an opportunity to share the same message Peter shared in Acts 2 with them.
Internal Q- Do you believe? Do you believe in, trust in, cling to, rely on Jesus? Have you publicly declared this belief? Are you sharing that same message that Peter preached? Will you step into what God has next for you? Ask Him right now what is next.{Pray} 
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 2:12 (NIV) Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

Acts 2:22-24 NIV “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
Acts 2:36-37 NIV “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
John 3:16 (AMP) For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.
Romans 10:9-11 (NIV) If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
