Next: What is next? (5 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: What is next on your schedule?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
 Q- Why is Acts 2 an important chapter? [1st time Gospel preached, 1st converts, 1st Holy Spirit infilling, birth of the church] 
The people in Acts 2 heard the gospel message and asked – What next? Peter answers that question in Acts 2:38. Q- Can we name the 4 steps? {1. Believe the message, 2. Repent – Turn from sin towards God 3. Be baptized in Jesus name for the remission of sins 4. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit}
Again, the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 was a huge moment for the church. 3000 souls where added to the church that day. The disciples who walked with Jesus were now filled with His Spirit and Power. Did God have a next for these people or was this it? Is there a next for us after we obey the Acts 2:38 message?

God always has a next! He created the world, but that wasn’t the end. He parted the Red Sea, but He didn’t say goodbye to Israel on the other side. David defeats Goliath, but there was a next God had prepared for that shepherd boy.  God always has a next in mind!
The people in Acts 2 had believed, repented, been baptized, and filled with the Holy Spirit. Q- What was next for them? {Acts 2:46-47}
Acts 2 was not the end of the story.  The rest of the book of Acts is about “What’s Next.” They continued to meet together daily at the temple and in their homes. They praised God and saw Him save people every day. What’s next should always include meeting together with other believers. You are fulfilling a “what next” right now by gathering here together and at church. Way to go! 
One day as the believers were gathered together worshipping something happened. We read about it in Acts 13.. Q- What happened?

Let’s point out worship, prayer & fasting are a “what next” for us. Worship, prayer, & fasting set the stage for the Holy Spirit to speak, and in Acts 13 the Holy Spirit says He was a work for Barnabas & Saul. God’s Spirit can absolutely reveal what He has next for us.  Saul & Barnabas go on to become the 1st missionaries. 

Q- Do you think God still wants to reveal what’s next for us like he revealed it in Acts 13? Talk about it..
Q- There are 9 gifts of the Spirit, what are they?  …What are the gifts of the Spirit for?

When the Spirit spoke in Acts 13 it was likely through one of these Spiritual Gifts. If you want to know what is next for you we can tell you some general things.  We can tell you everything we covered in Acts 2:38. We can tell you to have fellowship with other believers and to share your faith.  We can tell you to pray and read the Bible. These are next steps for everyone here right now. But.. God has something unique and special for you to do and the way He will let you know about it is by His Spirit. Q- Has God ever directed you by His Spirit?
We have made the mistake of thinking becoming a Christian is the end of the story. God has a next for you. Nothing we have experienced in God has been a finish line… Everything we have experienced in God has simply been the next step.  God has a next step for you.
Internal Q- Do you believe God has a next step for you? Do you want God to lead you and direct you by His Spirit? Do you believe that it is possible for Him to speak to you? Are you walking daily in fellowship with other believers? Are you worshipping, praying, and fasting?  Are you ready to take new steps? (Pray)

Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
We start a new series next week called Jargon. We will be looking at often used yet misunderstood words in Christianity.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 2:37 NIV  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Acts 2:38-39 NIV Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
Acts 2:46-47 (NIV) 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 13:2-4 (NIV) While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia..
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NIV) 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
