Next: Holy Spirit (4 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us about a cool gift you were given…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
 Q- Why is Acts 2 is an important chapter?

In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit is given to the disciples & the Gospel of Jesus is preached for the 1st time.  The people believed the message and asked – What next? We’ve been looking at the answer to the question “what next?”  Q- What is the 1st step? (Believe the message) Q- What is the 2nd step? (Repent – Turn from sin towards God) Q- What is the 3rd step? (Be baptized in Jesus name for the remission of sins) Q- What next after baptism?
This next step is different from the others. Believing the message is something we do. Repentance is something we do. Being baptized is something we have done to us…Q- How is this step different?
This step is a gift. “You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This step is all about what God does. Our only function in this step is to receive the gift.

In the act of baptism we have someone submerge us into water. In Matthew 3:11 John the Baptist tells us who baptizes us, submerges us with the Holy Spirit. Q- Who baptizes us with the Spirit? (Jesus)
It is Jesus who baptizes us with the Spirit.  He gives us the gift!  He also is the one who purchased the gift on the cross at Calvary. It has always been Jesus’ plan that you would receive this gift.

Q- What is the Holy Spirit?  What does it do?
  Q- Has the Spirit ever done something in your life? Share..
A better question is WHO is the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a who. Very simply the Holy Spirit is God. God is a Spirit. God is Holy. God is the Holy Spirit. And this Holy Spirit was inside of Jesus. The same Holy Spirit inside of Jesus can be inside you.  WOW!  That is something that should wow you. Q- What does Romans 8:11 say this Spirit will do? Q- What does John 16:13 say the Spirit will do? Q- What does Acts 1:8 say the Spirit will do?
Q- Is there a difference between the Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost? (No – only different descriptions)
Q- Describe what happens when the disciples received the Spirit in Acts 2. {it’s in our reading}
Talk about a dramatic scene.  This was the Holy Ghost & Fire that John the Baptist told us about. And the change that it brought to the lives of those who received the free Gift where also changed dramatically. They displayed the power Acts 1:8 spoke of and shared the gospel all over the world. Miracles were worked through the Spirit and direction and revelation came as the Spirit spoke.

The Spirit infilling was a dramatic and powerful happening… Q- but does God still give people His Spirit? What do you think? Is there any scripture that suggests God still gives this Gift? 

Acts 2:39 tells us that the promise is for everyone… Which was a big deal for those who thought only those born Jewish could know God. It says this gift is for you and your children – a promised gift everyone God calls. If you haven’t received the Spirit we want you to know “the promise is for you.”
If you are afraid of death this Spirit is your next step! It will raise you from the dead. If you are confused about what to do next in life this Spirit will lead and guide you into all Truth. If you want the Power of God in your life this Spirit is your next step! It will give you Power and make you a witness.
Internal Q- Is this your next step? Do you understand God wants to fill you with His Spirit? Are you interested in learning more about this Holy Spirit? Please talk to us about it. Will you open your life up to the Spirit right now? This step is all about what God does. Our only function in this step is to receive the gift. Do you want to receive the Gift?  Let’s ask God to fill us with His Spirit…  (Pray)

Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 2:37 NIV  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Acts 2:38-39 NIV Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
Matthew 3:11 (NIV) John the Baptist said "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Romans 8:11 (NIV) And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
John 16:13 (NIV) when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
Acts 1:8 (NIV) you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
