Next: Baptized (3 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: What is something you would erase?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back!  We’ve been talking about What is Next.  What should we do NEXT after hearing the message of the Cross of Christ? This same question is asked in Acts 2 after the Gospel - the death burial resurrection of Jesus was preached for the 1st time.  Q- What is the 1st step? (Believe the message) Q- What is the 2nd step? (Repent – Turn from sin towards God)
The question from the crowd (Acts 2:37) is answered by Peter. He said Repent & be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. Q- What is baptism? Q- Why is baptism an important step?
At the risk of using circular reasoning… Baptism is an important next step because Peter says it is. The crowd asked for what was next and Peter clearly said Baptism was a next step for those that receive the message of Jesus.  We can however go further than a circular reason. Q- According to Peter in Acts 2:38, we are baptized in whose name? [The name of Jesus]

They were cut to the heart.  If you study the word a little bit, you can see that that is exactly what was intended in the Greek.  They were pricked in the hearts.  The word has been used to describe the stabbing of a spear or the violent action of horse’s hooves puncturing the ground.  Peter’s words helped the people to find a kind of vulnerable outrage that when utilized properly, can bring us to action.  Q- Tell us about a time that you were moved to action? (charitable, defending the defenseless, etc…)
They are in the perfect place to receive the Lord’s direction.  They believe and immediately say, “What shall we do?” in verse 37 Q- What does Peter say to do? (Cut the reader off abruptly right after they say Repent in a comical way)  Alright, he tells them to repent!  The first marching order from Peter’s mouth is to repent.  
Q- What does it mean to repent? 
Repenting is a word that is often thrown around in Christianity and rarely understood.  Repenting means to “feel or express sincere regret or remorse about one's wrongdoing or sin” according to the dictionary, but Scripture goes further.  Has anyone ever heard the term, “Godly sorrow?”  2 Corinthians says that Godly sorrow leads to repentance.  The people in Acts 2 were pricked in their hearts.  They were filled with sorrow and it lead them to repentance.  Q - Have you ever had Godly Sorrow? A moment where you felt pricked in the heart?
When we look at the Old Testament, we see calls to repentance and they aren’t just about being sorry for what was done wrong.  Our God is not simply a God of words.  He takes actions and we see Him move in our lives.  Q- Tell us about a time that God moved in your life

Yes!  The repentance that we see Israel being called to in Ezekiel has more action to it: “Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall.”  Repentance is more than just feeling bad about o
ng something.  Repentance is about turning away from “sin” and turning back to God.  Repentance is about changing the path of your actions and turning your life’s direction to Christ, because in Christ, we find life. 

Belief is important and our belief should draw us to repentance.  Repentance is an essential part of salvation (2Cor 7:10), requiring a turning away from a life that is ruled by sin to a life characterized by obedience to God. The Bible states that people are saved by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). However, there can be no faith in Christ without repentance and no repentance without faith. The two are inseparable.

So, we have belief…we have faith.  At first glance, it would seem easy to pull off dictionary repentance… especially when we realize how our sin offends God or how much it cost Jesus (the cross).  Repentance is stronger than just making you feel bad.  It is your turn around.  You turn around from death to life. In sorrow you turn but once turned you find Joy, Peace & salvation. Actual Repentance seems hard, but imagine if we all turned away from ourselves and turned towards Christ.  Imagine how Christianity would be perceived and the effect that we could have on the culture if we stopped being about guilt and started to be about life change.  
Internal Q- What do you need to repent from? Will you turn away from it right now? A nasty little pet sin, an addiction, anger, fear, hatred, greed, jealousy, apathy…?  You have believed, now will you repent? Repentance is what is next for us. {Pray} 
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 2:37 NIV  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Acts 2:38 NIV Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins…
Romans 6:4-6 (NIV) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Galatians 3:27 (NIV) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
