Mysterion: Iniquity (8 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Finish this sentence… Someone should put an end to… 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
God is full of mysteries. We definitely don’t have everything about God figured out.  There are things in His Word that still aren’t completely revealed to us.  We have been talking about Mysterion.  Surely we know what the word means by now.  Q- Someone tell us what Mysterion means. (Greek word for Mystery. It is a secret battle plan that has not yet been revealed.

We read the entire 2nd chapter of Thessalonians. Q- Paul mentions a SECRET power. What does Paul say this power is?  (V7 – Secret power of lawlessness)  Q- What do you think lawlessness means here?
The word for lawlessness is “anomia” and it often translated as iniquity or sin. “Anomia” defined means “being without the law.”  Q- In verse 7 Paul calls this lawlessness a secret power… what does secret power make you think? Are we dealing with something physical or spiritual? 
Q-V7 alludes to a spiritual entity, but Paul describes this spirit entity with more physical qualities in this chapter. Can you point this out in the chapter?

V3 mentions a man of lawlessness. V6 says him, V8&9 says one. Q- What are we dealing with here?  A spirit, a man, or something else? Can you explain?

In week one we spoke about the “mystery of Godliness,” and we understood this was the incarnation – God revealed in the flesh.  The Mystery of iniquity/lawlessness will be Satan revealed in the flesh. Q- Can anyone tell us another more well know title for the “man of iniquity?” (The Anti-Christ.)
Q- The Anti-Christ is not revealed yet. When will he be revealed?
Complex question, but 2 Thes v7-8 tell us that there is one who is holding back the power of Satan. Only when they are “taken out of the way” of Satan will the Anti-Christ be revealed. Q- Who is the one standing in Satan’s way that will be removed?
We aren’t completely sure. Many have different opinions on “the one.” Thoughts range from human governments, to the Holy Spirit, to arch angels, but we will offer an opinion.  “The one” could be the Spirit-filled believer who is standing against the works of sin. In the mystery of the Churches in Revelation 2&3 it mentioned “those who overcome.” These could be the ones who stand in Satan’s way even as we speak. Paul revealed how they might be removed… they could be “caught away” or raptured from the Earth.

Q- What are things that a Christian might do to hold back Satan? 
Regardless of the true interpretation, we want to be the ones who stand in Satan’s way. We want to stand up for Jesus and to stand against evil. 
Q- There are other clues for the revelation of the Anti-Christ. Quickly share. Q- The Anti-Christ is not yet revealed, but is he at work? Which of our scriptures answers this? (2 Thes 2:7, 1 John 4:3)(YES! He was at work as Paul wrote this letter.)
This is satan’s mysterion. It is shrouded from us right now. That can be kind of scary, but here is something that should take away our fear.  Our God knows all about Satan’s mysterion.  It is only secret from us.. it is fully known by God – even the destruction of the Anti-Christ in 2 Thes 2:8. 
Internal Q- Do we believe that Satan is at work?  Are we standing against Satan? Are we trying to spread the gospel? Are we declaring Jesus Lord? Are we praying and turning from sin? Do we have faith in God to sort out all the mysteries of life for us? {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of iniquity is already at work
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NIV) Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 
9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.
1 John 4:2-4 (NIV) This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of iniquity is already at work

