Mysterion: Changed (7 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: What is something you are trying to change in your life?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- What is mysterion? (Mysterion is a Greek word that appears 27 times in the new testament. It is translated as mystery. It means secret battle plans that are revealed when the time is right.) Q- What mystery does Paul reveal in 1 Cor 15? 

Paul reveals that those that are in Christ will be changed. They will be imperishable, immortal, and will be raised. Q- How do you think we will change? Q- When does this take place? What is this last trumpet referring to? (This “change” takes place at the rapture/catching away of the Church. We don’t know exactly when this will be – Matt 24)  Q- What does Paul mean by “we will not all sleep.”

By “sleep” Paul is referencing death as a period before we wake up to a resurrection. The truth is EVERYONE who dies is sleeping and will be awaken again with a resurrection. Those in Christ that have fallen asleep will be changed. Death is not the end. 
Q- What about those that are still alive at the time of the “rapture”? What happens to them?

Paul says “we will not all sleep.” There will be those that will be raised to meet Jesus that are still alive. They will receive the same change as those that are asleep.  They will be changed to imperishable and immortal.

The common lot of man is to die, but God has revealed this mystery. “We who are still alive and are left will be caught up together.” This was a revelation! It was believed by most Hebrews that there would be a resurrection of the dead, but no one ever prophesied about there being a group of people who would be ALIVE and caught up to meet the Lord.  Q- How does this agree with what Jesus tells Martha in John 11? (v26 says whoever LIVES[currently living at the moment of the rapture] by believing in Jesus will never die.) Q- Why should this matter to us? 
We could be the generation that is alive at the catching away. We should be ready for His return. We should not be fearful, but hopeful & faithful.
Q- Who is someone that you love that is now asleep but has the promise of being “caught up” to Jesus?

“Do not be uninformed” Paul said.  We should not grieve about death like the rest of the world. We should have hope because of Jesus.  We should encourage one another with this revealed mystery.
Q- Does anyone have any questions about Jesus coming back for us?
Internal Q- Do you believe Jesus is coming back for His church? Do you believe that death is just being asleep? Have you been worried about death?  Are you encouraging yourself and others with the news of Jesus’ return? Are you ready for His return? {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. We will be changed
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Corinthians 15:50-54 (NIV) I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
John 11:25-26 (NIV) Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
Matthew 24:36-37 (NIV) “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. We will be changed

