Mysterion: The Lampstands (5 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us some good news.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Someone remind us what “mysterion” means. (Secret plans that are revealed when the time is right)
Q- Who wrote the book of Revelation? What time period was it written and where was the author located when it was written?
The Apostle John, not John the Baptist but one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples, wrote Revelation around 96 AD. All the other 12 had been murdered. At the age of nearly 100, only John survived. It was a miracle that He survived. He had been boiled in oil and then deserted on the island of Patmos. It was here that John received Revelation.  Q- What is the mysterion John receives? [look at Rev 1:20]
7 lampstands represent 7 churches. These were literal church bodies that were planted in Asia. The city locations are given in verse 11. The 7 stars represent the angels of the churches.  Q- Can anyone clarify this? Does every church have an angel or does angel mean something else in translation?  (Angel also means messenger/pastor/one who is sent)  Q- Who is the person described in verse 13? (Jesus)

In chapter 2 Jesus describes the condition of the 7 churches and John was instructed to write them. “To the church in Ephesus… to the church in Smyrna…” Each of the 7 churches was addressed. So it could be Jesus just wants to send word to these 7 churches and is speaking to John to communicate to them… that is one way people interpret the meaning of these early chapters of Revelation.  BUT this could also be a prophetic message to 7 future eras in the church. Q- Does it make sense to interpret these passages in this way? Why or why not? [Revelation is prophetic. There is a progression.] Let’s take a look at the progression.
1 Ephesus means “let go.” The description fits the church as false doctrine crept in and they left their first love from 70-170ad. 2 Smyrna means “myrrh” which is an ointment for the dead. The church received persecution and martyrdom from 170-312ad. 3 Pergamum means “married to the world.” It was in this time Constantine married church and state together. False doctrines such as Balaam and the Nicolaitans flourished in this time, they are also in the description that John writes! 4 Thyatria means “continued sacrifice.” John’s description highlights Jezebel who in the Old Testament brought pagan idolatry into Israel. From 600 to 1520ad denominations fractured the church. 5 Sardis means “escaping.” John said “strengthen what is about to die.” The Church is strengthened as the Word increases from printing presses and missionaries.
As we stand in present day, these 5 church histories are behind us. We might right now be in the time of #6 Philadelphia which mean “brotherly love” and is marked by “open doors” of opportunity. We must be aware of the final church mentioned in the timeline. 7 Laodicia basically means “crowd of people who make their own decisions.”  They were lukewarm and offensive to God. This Church might go right along with the anti-christ of revelation.That is a prophetic interpretation. Q- Does this prophetic description seem to fit?

You may or may not accept it, but here is something we should all accept. No matter the problems the church faces, we have a savior who longs to walk among us. We are told that He walks among the lampstand. He walked among Laodecia, who he rebuked, as much as he walked among Philadelphia who He blessed. Jesus is present in His Church. The question may be if we are aware and present with Him? 
Q- What promise was given to each of the churches?
Within every church a promise was given to the overcomer. Even as the church faces hardship and might even make wrong decisions, there is always a remnant inside the body that is on fire for Jesus, serving Him, preaching the gospel, and ready for His return.  The identity of the church and the messengers were the mysterion, but the identity of our savior has never been a mystery. One day this same savior will come back for His Church, until then He walks among us and gives us instruction and promise.
Internal Q- Are you in God’s church? Are you walking in his instruction and promise? Do you really believe He is still active in His church? {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. God walks among His Church.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Revelation 1:10 (NIV) On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. God walks among His Church.
