Mysterion: The Church (3 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us about a crazy conspiracy theory…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
God has secret battle plans that He reveals when the time is right. The Greek word Mysterion is the word used 27 times in the New Testament to describe these mysterious plans.  Much of the revelation that we take for granted as old knowledge is actually a secret mysterion that God has revealed to us.  That is the case with our previous 2 lessons over the Incarnation and the Indwelling. 
Tonight we will discuss the mysterion found in Ephesians 3:2-6. Q- What is this mystery? (Point them to the 6th verse. Through the Gospel the Gentiles become heirs with Israel – Forming ONE BODY – the Church) Q- What does the word Gospel mean? (Good news)  Q- What is that Good news?

The Good News is that the Messiah, Jesus, came, died, was buried, and rose again. He also ascended in Heaven and will return for those who follow Him. The Good news is that He has a Kingdom for us!

Q- Is it really a big mystery that the Gospel saves? What do you think?
Sometimes we can stand on the revelation side of mystery and think, “What is the big deal? We knew this already.” The Apostle Paul declares this mystery was hidden for generations and revealed by the Spirit. The truth that God saves is a huge revelation. We should be thankful that our Lord revealed this love to us and we should do our best to reveal this revelation to others.   …Paul mentions Gentiles…
Q- What does the word Gentile mean? What is a Gentile? (a person who is not of Jewish decent)
It is almost impossible to overestimate the bitter race hatred which existed in Christ's day between Jew and Gentile. It was worse than what we face in our culture. Gentiles and Jews did not get along to put it mildly. The Jews looked upon the Gentiles as "dogs," and the Gentiles despised the Jews. Q- What does the mysterion say about Gentile and Jew? (Ephesians 3:6)

It is a mysterion that through the Gospel the Gentiles are connected to Israel. We are heirs together, member together, and sharers together.  They are “one body.” The Greek reads “one and the same body.” 
Judiasm had been around for a long time. The Temple had been around, animal sacrifice, the word of prophets, the 10 commandments had all been around, yet never had anyone declared the Gentile is one body with Israel. There was always a separation and distinction.  Q- How did this change come about? Use some of our scriptures to answer. (Jesus, His blood, Faith in Him)
Q- Who is the first person to speak of the church in Scripture?

Jesus declares that He will build His Church. It is misguided to think that the Church is a replacement for Israel. The Church, the one body, is made of Jew & Gentile.. or better said there is no longer Jew & Gentile distinction for we are one in Jesus.  This is the mystery that was hidden, but it was always God’s plan. God’s people are not just a lineage from a man named Abraham. God receives all people into one body through Christ. 

Internal Q- Have you received the Gospel of Christ? If not, what are you waiting for? If you have received… Have you become desensitized to the revelation of the Gospel? Have you celebrated His Gospel? Do you recognize the ONE BODY He has called us into? Do you understand your responsibility to share Jesus with everyone around you? Are you ready to do that?{Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. He has invited you in. Enter through Christ.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Ephesians 3:2-6 (NIV) Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
Matthew 16:18 (NIV) and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
Galatians 3:26-29 NIV So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Ephesians 2:11-13 (NIV) Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands) 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. He has invited you in. Enter through Christ.
