Mysterion: The Indwelling (2 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: I would love to solve the mystery of…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- What does Mysterion mean? (Greek word used 27 times in the New Testament. Translated as Mystery – Means secretive plan that is to be revealed when the time is right.)  Q- Does anyone remember what we covered last week?  (The Incarnation, God in the man Christ Jesus was a Mysterion)

God has these secret battle plans that He reveals when the time is right. Tonight we will discuss the mysterion found in Colossians 1:26-27. Q- What is this mystery? (Christ in us)
Not only did Christ come to us and dwell with us, but it was always His secret plan to indwell within man. This is a mysterion that is revealed by God to those who come to Him in faith. The enemy always suspected that God was going to try to save man and undo the serpents work in the Garden. The serpent surely felt like God longed to walk with man again, just as He had in the Garden of Eden before the fall into sin. But we have a feeling that Satan never counted on God coming closer than simply a walk with man. Satan was completely caught off guard by God’s plan to dwell within mankind. Q- How do you think this union of walking with God in the Garden compares with His indwelling Spirit?

To put it simply, the indwelling of God is way more powerful that walking with God. Jesus says in John 16:7 that it is better that the Spirit comes into us than for Jesus to walk beside us. Q- How is it better? What are some of the benefits of Christ inside us?
Christ in you is a union of His Divine Nature with our earthly nature. He gives us power, spiritual fruit, and spiritual gifts.  We are promised that He will speak for us and raise us from the dead by the power of the Spirit! It is a part of the Born Again experience – We are born again of the Spirit.
The indwelling of Christ in you is a mystery hidden for ages and generations. When people have been aware of this truth for a while, it can start to become commonplace. Do we truly understand how blessed we are to have this mystery revealed to us?  Are we thankful to have God indwelling our heart?
We read John 14, and it is a mish mash of pronouns. I, He, We, will be inside of you. V17- The Spirit of Truth no one knows or has seen… but you know Him because he currently dwells with you and will be in you. V18 I won’t leave you comfortless, I will come to you.  Q- Wait.. is Jesus talking about Himself or the Spirit? Or possibly both?  Is there a difference between the Holy Spirit in us and Christ in us?

Don’t get flustered. Jesus uses these pronouns and titles interchangeably here. Jesus is God incarnate, clothed in flesh and walking around as a man. The Holy Spirit is the same God that indwells in Jesus, but now dwells in you also. Christ in you and the Spirit in you are one and the same God dwelling in you.

God wants to incarnate. Just as He was inside Mary’s baby boy, He wants to be within the Church. There is a reason the Church is called the BODY OF CHRIST. Through the Spirit indwelling, God actively indwells within us. And if we will allow God to have His way we will have the same power, authority, wisdom, and love of Jesus bearing fruit in our lives. His presence is the Treasure of 2Cor4:7 and we are the earthen vessel that now holds the treasure. 

Satan couldn’t defeat 1 Jesus. Now Satan is faced with an army of Jesus’. What an awesome plan God has. 
Internal Q- Do you believe God can dwell inside of you? Do you know He wants to be closer than walking beside you? Is Jesus inside you? Are you experiencing the power of His Spirit? {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. Christ in you
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Colossians 1:26-27 (NIV) the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
2 Corinthians 4:6-7 (NIV) For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.
John 14:15-23 NIV “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries… Christ in you
