Mysterion: Sacrament (12 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Share about about a time you felt close to God.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q-What does the word Mysterion mean? (secret battle plans that are revealed when the time is right)
Mysterion - This Greek word appears 27 times in the New Testament and has been our subject for the past 11 weeks. Q- What are some of the secret battle plans we have discussed? (the Incarnation, Indwelling of the Spirit, The Church & Israel are one body, Israel’s Blindness, Lampstands, The Kingdom, Translation from mortal to Immortal, The anti-Christ, Babylon the great, the Bride of Christ, and the mystery of His will/the redemption of all things)
There are 11 identified mysterions in scripture, but here we are in lesson 12. While studying the Greek word Mysterion we discovered how it was translated in the Latin Vulgate. Q- Wait.. What is the Latin Vulgate?

The Latin Vulgate is the Bible translated into Latin. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament Greek with small pieces of Aramaic. This Latin translation was completed in the 4th century by St. Jerome. The Vulgate is an important work. It is the first translation of scripture and made the Gospel more readily available in the World.
So the Greek word Mysterion is translated in the Vulgate as sacramentum which over time became the word Sacrament. Q- Can we define Sacrament?
Sacrament is a word we don’t use much at Connect Group, but there are sects in Christianity that use the term Sacrament frequently. Sacrament is an important topic to many Christians. Let’s treat it with importance tonight. 
Sacramentum means in literal language – Sacred, Hallowed, Solemn Oath. Q- Can we name some acts that are considered “sacraments?” 
Some Church bodies recognize seven sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation/Baby Dedication, Communion, Confession, Praying for the Sick, Marriage, and Ordination. Q- Any Questions about what some these sacraments do or represent in the life of a Christian? 
Sacrament is a Sacred act. Christians should have sacred acts in their life. Sacred means connected & dedicated to God. Q- What do you think? Should we have sacraments in our life? Q- Can there be more than these 7 sacraments? (Yes. We should be constantly touching the sacred in our life. Prayer is sacred. Worship is a Holy act. Even now as we fellowship we are doing something set apart for God. Whatever we do in word or in deed, we should do it all in Jesus name.. giving thanks to the Father)
The original greek word for sacrament is mysterion. These sacred things we do unto the Lord are secret battle plans. There is a revelation of God’s plan in them.  We need to remember this. Here are 3 ways to think about this. #1 If it is the 100th time we are remembering Christ through communion, it is still as sacred & powerful as the first time. The power is not in the freshness of the revelation, but in the revelation itself. #2 Standing outside of these sacred mysterions you probably don’t understand it’s power and significance. You might think baptism looks dumb or that marriage is an antiquated ritual, but if you will step inside and receive the revelation you will feel differently. The Revelation comes by active faith. #3 Don’t act like you have it all figured out. Approach God in wide eyed wonder, because He still has mysteries to reveal to us.  
Internal Q- Are you doing sacred things in your Christian life? Are you connected & dedicated? When was the last time God revealed a mystery to you? Do you want God to bring you new revelation? Are you still amazed by the God revelations you have already received? Do you have active faith?  Invite God to step into your life right now   {Pray}
 Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. He has sacred revelation for you
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Colossians 3:17 (NIV) And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. He has sacred revelation for you

