Mysterion: His Will (11 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Share something mysterious about the person on your right..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q-Someone tell us what Mysterion means. (secret battle plans that are revealed when the time is right) 
We have talked about the Incarnation, Indwelling, The Church, Israel’s Blindness, Lampstands, The Kingdom, Translation from mortal to Immortal, The anti-Christ, Babylon the great, and the Bride of Christ. Q-What mysterion does the Apostle Paul mention in Ephesians 1?
Have you ever noticed that the Apostle Paul likes long sentences? You really have to look over Paul’s writing with a careful eye. It’s almost like he jam packs each sentence with almost more knowledge than a sentence can hold.  Let’s focus our attention on the sentence that starts in Verse 8 with the words “With all wisdom and understanding.”  Let’s read that sentence outloud.

The Mystery made known to us is God’s will.  Q- Is God’s will a mystery?  Talk about it? Q- Have you ever wondered why certain things happen in life? Have you ever questioned if it was God’s will for it to happen? Talk about that.

It is important to know that God’s will does not always take place. Human free will can stand in the way of what God wants to do.  Yet there are times when something happens and we later see that God’s will may have been behind that event. Q- Does anyone have a story to share about this?
In true mysterion fashion, God’s battle plan is revealed when the time is right. We don’t always understand His will, but if we continue in faith and don’t give up we may receive “all wisdom and understanding.” Q- The Mystery of His will is purposed in… what? (Christ)

The Mysterion that Paul is talking about here is specific to the purpose of Christ. Q- Using tonight’s scriptures tell us what Christ’s purpose is.  

Redemption through His Blood – the forgiveness of sins. Reconciling ALL THINGS on earth or in heaven by His blood. We should praise God for His will!  His will is to save us, redeem us, reconcile us!  Q- What does redeem & reconcile mean? Feel free to pull out your phone and google it.
God’s will is for Jesus to reconcile ALL THINGS. The worst things in the world that make us sick to think about. God’s will is to redeem and reconcile them.  Our broken relationships and promises. God’s will is redeem and reconcile them. The worst things that have happened to us. Jesus will reconcile it all. Everything our rebellion has caused – He will reconcile. Everything Satan has messed up – Jesus will redeem. 

The devil has worked to destroy God’s plan, yet there is coming a moment when Jesus will redeem everything so completely that there is no trace of evil left behind. The entirety of Satan’s work will be wiped out in a moment. Q- According to scripture, when will this moment happen?
Ephesians 1:10 says “when the times reach their fulfillment.” When it is the right TIME this mysterion will be revealed to all. Q-What do you think Adam & Eve will think about this FULLY REDEEMED & RECONCILED moment? ..How will others in scripture who had failure feel?  …How will you feel?
Internal Q- Do we know that God’s will is wonderful? Will you stop holding on to your past failures and surrender them to Jesus in faith? Will you stand on the knowledge that He will redeem every thing. Will you be thankful for the blood of Jesus? His gift on the cross is why all this is possible. {Pray}
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of His will
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Ephesians 1:7-10 (NIV) In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
Colossians 1:19-23 (NIV) For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[g] your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard… 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of His will

