Mysterion: Bride of Christ (10 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Name the last wedding you attended..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
We have covered a lot of ground in this series. We hopefully remember that Mysterion is a Greek word meaning “secret battle plans that are revealed when the time is right.” Q- Can anyone name some of the 9 mysterions we covered so far? (Incarnation, Indwelling, The Church, Israel’s Blindness, Lampstands, The Kingdom, Translation from mortal to Immortal, The anti-Christ, Babylon the great)
Q- What is the Mystery revealed by Paul in Ephesians 5?
Under the topic of relationship between Husband & Wife, Paul reveals the mystery of Christ and the Church. Paul reveals that the Christ Church relationship is like a marriage covenant.
Paul addresses gender roles in this chapter and that can be a tense subject in the USA these days. Q- What are some of the specific gender roles of husband and wife mentioned in Ephesians 5? (Husband is head, there is mutual submission in verse 21, there is a submission of the wife unto the “husband in everything” in verse 24, a command for husbands to love their wife at the level of Jesus loving the church, one body, love and respect) Q- Does Paul’s address of gender roles bother anyone? Or at one time where you bothered by this? If so let’s talk about it.
Often this scripture passage is misused to employ the idea that the husband employs all authority over the wife. The husband should be head as Christ is head, and that can definitely refer to authority, but the subject here really is not who has the authority as much as how they will act with this authority. The husband is head of the wife AS.. just like.. in the same way.. Christ is the head of the Church. Q- Is Christ a ruthless abusive bully as head over the Church? Describe the headship of Christ over the Church. 
Christ was head, yet served. Christ was head yet surrendered His life. Christ has all authority yet allows free will. Christ is head yet have we, His church, ever felt anything but love from Him? Christ is the model for headship and the church should be the model of submission and respect.
Q- How does Paul describe the extension of the 2 people, husband and wife? How close should they be?

Husbands and wives should be one flesh/one body. V28 says husbands should love their wives as their own body. Q- What reference from the creation account might Paul be making. (Gen 2:22-24)
Adam had a wife named Eve. Eve was literally Adam’s body. He called here bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. It can be viewed that Adam is not complete without Eve. With her Adam is one complete flesh. Q- How can this speak to the relationship between Christ & the Church?
Just as the first Adam had a wife, Jesus, the last Adam, has a wife. The great mystery that is now revealed to us is that WE ARE THE BRIDE OF CHRIST – The Church. Eve received a rib that came out of her husband Adam. The Church receives a life giving spirit from our husband Christ.

The Church is of the upmost importance to Jesus. You are His body. You are one in Him. He will call you to His side one day.  Be a prepared bride, ready for the day of the Lord. 
Internal Q- Do we really understand the love that is to be present between husbands and wives? Do we understand the love Jesus has for His bride the Church. Are you ready for the coming of Jesus? He will be united with His bride. {Pray}
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of the bride of Christ
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Ephesians 5:21-33 (NIV) 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
Revelation 21:9 (NIV) The angel said “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”
1 Corinthians 15:45 (NIV) So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.
Genesis 2:22-24 (NIV) Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of the bride of Christ

