Mysterion: The incarnation (1 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us about something you used to keep secret..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome to the 1st week of our Mysterion series. Q- Have you ever had information you couldn’t share until the time was right? Tell us what that was like? 

The word Mysterion is a Greek word that appears 27 times in the New Testament and is translated as MYSTERY. It means a closed mouth, silenced, secretive plan. Alexander the Great used the term in 300 B.C. to describe his battle plans that were kept secret until the moment they would be carried out. This is the likely context that Jesus, Paul, & John have in mind when they spoke of Mysterion. God has Mysterion – Secret Plans. Q- Why would God have secrets? What is the purpose?  
There are some things you don’t want the enemy to know about your plan. If the enemy where to learn the secret information about your plans it might make the plans less effective. God has secret plans that will only be revealed when the time is right.

The first Mystery of God we will look at is in 1 Tim 3:16.  Q- What is the Mystery here?

This is one of the strongest verses in the Bible concerning the Deity of Jesus. God was manifested/revealed in flesh. You may be aware of this truth, yet it is still a secret plan of God that was only revealed when the time was right.  Q- Who was this plan hidden from?  (the serpent Satan is who we are going for here)

The serpent was told directly in Genesis 3 about the seed of Eve.  Ever since this plan was revealed to Satan, he sought to destroy the children of Eve.. Q- Can anyone name some instances where evil tried to destroy the seed of Eve? (Cain & Able, pharaoh killed the babies, Herod killed the babies, Haman plotted to kill every Jew… Nero, Hitler, the current climate of the world is largely anti Israel.)
Another name for this promised seed of Genesis 3:15 is Messiah or Christ. Satan was always on the look out to destroy this IMPORTANT & UNIQUE promise. But there is an aspect of God’s plan that was kept secret from Satan. He was looking for the seed of Eve, but didn’t realize the messiah would be God himself. 
Satan visits Jesus in the wilderness in Matthew 4.  It appears Satan knows he is testing Eve’s seed, but not God in flesh. He plans to kill Eve’s seed like he always has, but He is unaware of the Mysterion that Jesus is God incarnate.  Q- What do you think about this Mysterion – that God came in flesh?  Share your thoughts.  (Do you think Satan was surprised when Jesus rose from the grave with all power in His hand?)
God did not just provide the lamb that paid the debt of our sin. He was the Lamb. God Himself crushed the head of the serpent and allowed His own foot to be bruised. Q- What does this say about God’s love for us?
This is a Mysterion. It is something that God reveals. It is so much more than a few scriptures and a Bible study giving you new information. This is revealed by God Himself. This mysterion is privileged information.
Internal Q- Do you believe that Jesus is God. If you knew this already, are you still allowing it to change your life or has it become old information that no longer touches your heart.  If you never realized this truth, that God came Himself to rescue you through the cross, will you allow it to do a work in your heart right now? Ask God to reveal His mysteries to You. Rejoice that He completely made a fool of our enemy the Devil, and defeated Him once and for all. {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. God was in Christ.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Corinthians 4:1 (NIV) This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed.
1 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.
Genesis 3:15-16 NIV So the Lord God said to the serpent… And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between Your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”
2 Corinthians 5:19 NIV God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself..

Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries… God was in Christ.
