Much More 4 – Reign in Life
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  You were elected leader of the world. What is the first thing you would change?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
God has MUCH MORE for us. We are in the 4th week of studying the 5 much mores of Romans 5. We experience realities in life, but through Jesus we experience a greater, a much more, reality.
Q- In our scripture tonight it talked about 2 singular men. Who are these 2 men? (Adam & Jesus)
The sin of Adam created a reality that we have lived in ever since. Q- What does our scripture call this reigning reality? (death)
Q- Paul uses interesting language.  Paul says that death “REIGNS.”  What do you think? How does death reign?

As our scripture says “by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man.” Death is a reality. We could all name someone we have lost to death. It hurts to think about, but it is a reality ever since Adam’s trespass.
Everyone dies. Adam & Eve died.  Abraham & David died.  The Apostles died.  Even Jesus died! Death reigns and it has led many people to have no hope. Q- What are some things hopeless people say about death?

Q- What do you think Paul meant when he said “death reigned through that one man,” Adam?
Death took a reigning authority IN & then THROUGH Adam. Death didn’t stop with Adam.  It reigned THROUGH Him. Q- What kind of death are we talking about?  A Spiritual death, a physical death, a soul death?  Maybe all of the above?  What do you think?  Q- Is it possible that death could reign through us?
Adam died spiritually.  His soul (inner person) became ruled by death. And finally Adam died physically. It appears that death took everything.  And then there is us… Death reigns through us as well.  Deadly sin seeks to take everything from us.
When we say something hateful, it is death reigning through us. When we steal and covet, it is death reigning through us. When we forget God and worship other gods, when we don’t honor our mother & father, when we don’t love our neighbor… this is death reigning in us and eventually through us.

Thankfully God has MUCH MORE for us than the reality that came through Adam. The Scripture says “much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness…” Let’s stop there and ask you to explain… Q- What is God’s abundant provision of grace?  What is the gift of righteousness?
Grace is all the many good things that God gives.  He has abundantly provided grace to us.  It is not earned but given.  And the gift of righteousness is also given.  Although we are sinners who are ruled by death, He has given us HIS righteousness and we become sinless in His sight. This is a MUCH MORE reality.
Then Paul really reframes the reality when he says we will “reign in life.”  Q- How is reigning in life better than death reigning through us?  Q- What does it look like to “reign in life.”

Death reigned through Adam, but in Jesus Christ we reign in life. Instead of death living in us through sin, life lives in us.  We can love people with the LIFE of Jesus. We can forgive people with the LIFE of Jesus.  And should we ever die we will be raised by the LIFE of Jesus.  This is a MUCH MORE reality that only comes through Jesus.

Through Jesus we don’t just live, we reign in life.

Internal Question- Is death reigning through you? Are you reigning in life? Do you have the life of Jesus in you? Sin brings death, so do you want to repent of deadly sin and receive the life of Jesus? Is there something you need from Jesus right now? {pray}

{Group Prayer – take a few requests}                           
VISION- God has MUCH MORE for you.  You can reign in life.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject. Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 5:17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!
VISION- God has MUCH MORE for you.  You can reign in life.
