Much More 3 – The Gift
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Christmas is coming… go ahead and just tell us what you want as a gift.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
God has more for us.  He has Much More according to Paul’s writing in Romans 5. We are in the 3rd week of studying the 5 much mores of Romans 5. Week 1 we have talked about being much more saved from punishment through Jesus. Week 2 we discussed being much more saved through the life of Jesus. Tonight, we are going to discuss a much more gift.
Romans 5:12 talks about sin entering the world through one man. Q- Let’s tell that story. How did sin first enter the world?

Adam & Eve both sinned when they disobeyed God and partook of the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Scripture is clear that Adam & Eve both sinned. Eve even ate of the fruit before Adam, yet Romans 5:12 asserts that sin entered through Adam. Q- Why do you think this scripture declares sin entered through Adam instead of saying it entered through Adam & Eve? 

There are several reasons why this may be. There is a biblical idea of headship.  Adam was created first and Eve was taken from his rib and Paul in other writings says the head of the woman is the man. So, it is possible God viewed Adam as holding a responsibility for Eve. Adam wasn’t serving Eve well to let her fall into the deception of the serpent.

Still another reasoning may be that the name Adam means “man” or “mankind” and the name Eve, it means “life.” Sin entered the world through the sin of mankind/Adam and our savior entered the world through a woman, meaning that Jesus, the source of life, came through Eve. 
What is undeniable is that sin entered the world from the Garden.  But the end result was not sin… something entered the world through sin. Q- What entered the world through sin?

Sin entered the world, and then death entered through sin. This has been a problem for us all. All of humanity has been dealing with death ever since… Death has come to all people, because of sin. This is the reality… this is the trespass… But verse 15 says THE GIFT IS NOT LIKE THE TRESPASS/SIN.

Q- How is the gift in verse 15, not like the trespass… how is the gift “much more” than the trespass? 
The reality is all sinned and face death, but Jesus brings us a better reality. From Adam onward, sin & death overflowed upon us all… but how “much more” has the gift overflowed? God’s grace has overflowed upon Adam and everyone onward… it overflows upon us today. Adam’s actions have flown forward to affect us all, as we know. Much more, Jesus’ gift flows 360 degrees.  It covers everyone forward, but also acts retroactively to cover all who served God before Christ came.  His gift saves and reconciles the first Adam in his failure, and includes all those who followed God before Christ.
Q- What do you think the gift is that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ? 
For God so loved the world that He gave… John 3:16 tells us that Jesus is the gift that the loving God gave the world…  Everything Jesus did for us is a part of this gift.  We could call this gift salvation. We could call this gift forgiveness and reconciliation. We could call this gift redemption. This gift is His blood shed on the cross and His Spirit infilling us.

This gift is a greater reality. It is much more. As bad as sin & death are, the overflow of the gift is greater. Although we don’t deserve it, we have been offered the gift of eternal life.  Have you received this gift?  Have you lost sight of how this gift is much more than the reality of sin & death?  Have you shared this amazing gift with someone else?
Internal Question- Have you received this gift? Are you ready to receive it today? Are you living in the greater reality? Who will you tell about this gift?  Who do you know that needs this gift?  Perhaps you have lost someone to death, remind yourself of the much more gift that overflows from Jesus and covers them. {pray}

{Group Prayer – take a few requests}                           VISION- But the gift is not like the trespass.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject. Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way, death came to all people, because all sinned—

Romans 5:15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!
VISION- His death reconciles. His life saves.
