Much More 2 – Saved through death & life
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Who is your favorite “bad guy” from movies, tv, or books?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to Connect Group. We are looking at the 5 “Much Mores” of Romans 5. 5 times the Apostle Paul sates a reality & then declares a greater reality through Christ. He does this through the phrase “much more.” Last week we talked about being justified by the blood of Jesus and much more, saved from punishment through Jesus.
Every story that has a good guy, also has a bad guy.  God is definitely the good guy when it comes to the Bible… so who is the bad guy in the Bible? Q- Who is God’s enemy?

Romans 5:10 says that we were God’s enemies. Q- Why does it call us God’s enemies? 

In our sin we are living adversarial lives against God.  Sin makes us an enemy of God. Yet there is the most amazing news.  God loved us and sent his son to die for us, his enemies. Q- How does this make you feel?

If God showed such dramatic love toward us when we were enemies, think of the blessings we will enjoy once we are reconciled to Him! If God does this much for His enemies, how much more will He do for His friends!
Q- What does it mean to be reconciled to God?
Reconciled means, to restore a friendly relationship. Sin wrecks the relationship, but the death of His Son, Jesus, has reconciled us.  There is no other way to bring us back into relationship with God. Only Jesus’ giving His life for us could accomplish this. His death reconciles us.

We are the bad guys in this story. We are Darth Vader, Lord Voldemort, Thanos… We are the enemies of God, yet God doesn’t seek to destroy us, but rather to reconcile us. God loves his enemies and seeks to reconcile with them.
Q- Have you been reconciled in your relationship with God?  Testify about that experience…

Maybe you are hearing this now, and realize you may have never experienced this reconciliation. Because Jesus died for you, you can be reconciled with Him right now. The process is easy and powerful, and we would love to talk to you about it.

As awesome as reconciliation is, Paul declares something is even better. “much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!” This is interesting because we often focus on the death of Christ on the Cross. We would expect this verse to say “saved through his death” but it says “saved through his life.” Q- Any thoughts on being saved through the LIFE of Jesus? 
The life that Jesus lived & continues to live, saves us! Because Jesus lived a sinless life, His life saves us.  And because Jesus rose from the grave and lives forever, His Eternal life saves us. 
The death of Jesus is a reality, but the life of Jesus is a greater reality. His life is much more… His life is better than anything you can compare. His life is a better reality. We are saved through His life. His life should be found within us… His life should be our reality.

Q- Has the life of Jesus brought a better reality to your life?  Share…
We need the life of Jesus to show up within us. Your reality can be much more, with the life of Jesus within you.
Internal Question - Have you been reconciled? Are you God’s enemy? Do you know how much He loves you? Will you receive Jesus’ death?  Do you have the life of Jesus with in you? Is His life saving you right now? {pray}

{Group Prayer – take a few requests}
VISION- His death reconciles. His life saves.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject. Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 5:10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
VISION- His death reconciles. His life saves.
