Money Talks: Give (4 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about one of your favorite gifts you have received or given.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  Matthew 6:19-21, 24   Matthew 10:8    Luke 6:38     Malachi 3:10
God has given us the ability to gain wealth. The money in our possession came from God. We shouldn’t think of ourselves as owners, but rather stewards and overseers of what God has given. How we choose to spend what God has given, is a very spiritual decision. We are often so mesmerized by the physical product in the store that we fail to realize the spiritual reality.
Q- Tell us about a time you were “mesmerized” by the physical and might have overlooked the Spiritual in the terms of money..
“Freely you have received; freely give.” The spiritual principal here is, if you have received something freely, you should be willing to give just as freely. This isn’t to say that you haven’t worked hard for this paycheck or that you are giving anything away in a flippant manner. We should understand that we are called not only to be blessed but that we should also be a blessing.

Q- Why do people have trouble giving?   What are some of the reasons people offer for not giving freely.
If we are honoring God with all that we have… then giving freely will be a part of the picture. Having our finances in order is key. Some people don’t have the money to give because they have acquired too much debt.  
Q- Is there a blessing in giving? What is it? {Direct them to Luke 6:38, Malachi 3:10}
There are 5 types of givers. Non-Givers, Initial Givers, Systematic Givers, Proportional Givers, and Extravagant Givers. 
Non-Givers have never given and Initial givers have just started. Systematic Givers have a system for giving. Perhaps they give every few weeks, every paycheck, or every time they come to church. However their gifts are not proportional to their Income. Proportional Givers tithe 10% and have built a financial plan around their giving. Extravagant Givers go further. An extravagant giver will regularly give above and beyond the Tithe. 
NONE OF THIS IS MEANT AS A BEAT DOWN OR JUDGEMENT AGAINST ANYONE.  At one point we were all non-givers! As we walk with Jesus, everything in our life should progress. How we give should progress as well.  Of course this goes beyond monetary value – It’s really a gift from your heart.  
Q- Give us some good advice on giving. How have you progressed in giving?
Q- What is your biggest struggle in giving?
Giving is about honoring God. It’s his money remember!?  Giving/Tithing is an acknowledgement that we don’t own it. That we are a steward and not an owner. 
Q- {Internal} What kind of giver are you?  How can you progress?  Do you give as freely as you have received? If God were to deal with you about your generosity & giving, what kind of response would He get from you?    {Pray for your group!}
Vision:   We have some big things planned for our next discussion series. Stay connect to each other during the week.  Hang out with someone from Connect Group this week! Grow in relationship with each other.  Let us know about it by posting on facebook.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 6:19-21, 24  
    19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

   24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

Matthew 10:8   Freely you have received; freely give.
Luke 6:38
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

Malachi 3:10

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.

NON-GIVERS,    INITIAL GIVERS,

SYSTEMATIC GIVERS,   PROPORTIONAL GIVERS,    EXTRAVAGANT GIVERS

