Let my people GROW – 1 Proactive Living
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Finish this sentence… I predict that one day…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome to the first week of our fresh new Connect Group series. We are calling it “Let my people Grow.” The 2nd book of the Bible tells the amazing story of an enslaved people becoming a free people who become a mighty nation. Within this book of Exodus are leadership lessons that the world is in need of.  As we look at leadership this is an important starting question.. Q- Are leaders born or made? Why? 
We read about a woman tonight. In our reading she was left unnamed. Although she is later named in Exodus 6, it seems fitting that she & her husband are left unnamed here. They are listed here as a Levi man & a Levi woman, and given the situation of cruel Egyption slavery, they were just a small sample of the nameless Hebrews being abused by the Pharaoh. Q- Can someone give us some QUICK background on how this family came to be in Egypt? [Joseph was sold into slavery and ended up in Egypt, where he brought his entire family to save them from a famine]
This mom & dad did not choose to be slaves. It was something that happened to them. In fact the choice to be in Egypt was not theirs, but it was made 400 years before them. Life was happening to these people and it was not pretty. The Pharaoh was fearful & hateful towards them, not because of something they did or said, but because of the growing Hebrew population. Q- What terrible decision does Pharaoh make in Chapter 1?

Life happens to us sometime, and it is not always pretty. You are effected by things that you had no say in. None of us chose to be born, much less chose where and who we would be born to. Life dealt us this hand. The success of our life is how we respond to things beyond our control. 
Q- How did this unnamed Levite woman show leadership? What could we learn from her?

Q- What is the difference in being Reactive & Proactive? 
She took control of an out of control situation. Instead of letting life happen to her, she decided to happen to life. She could have waited for Egyptian soldiers to take her baby and throw him in the river. But instead she took control of the situation by making a decision, making an ark, and making a plan.
Life happens and we are often left feeling powerless. The truth is that we have never been powerless. We have always had the power of making a decision. Q- Tell us about a time you made a proactive decision.  

Ahead of time, the Levite mother made a proactive decision. Proactive leadership looks at what is coming and makes a wise decision. There is usually no wisdom in a reactive response. Q- Give us examples of reactive responses instead of proactive planning.

This mother let go of her baby and saved him.. and then she regained her baby again for a short time as a wet nurse. She had to let go of her baby more than once. Think about how unfair that is. One might get really angry with God for a situation like this.. But instead of complaining she took advantage of the time she did have. In those short formative years this mother taught her baby the ways of the Lord and formed a relationship with him. She was proactive.  
Q- {Internal} Are you proactive? Are you taking advantage of the time you have or are you using it poorly? Have you been complaining? Have you been reactive? Have you been preparing for the future that you desire? What is something that you will do that is proactive?    {Pray for your group!}
Vision: Proactive people are leaders! They take control of out of control situations.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 1:8-10 & 22 (NIV)
Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”
22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
Exodus 2:1-10 (NIV)
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.

5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”

8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”
Vision: Proactive people are leaders! They take control of out of control situations.

