​​Jesus in the Tabernacle 8 – The Ark of the Covenant
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell about your junk drawer..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ​​​
Q- Can we list the furniture pieces we have discussed in our series? Can we do them in order?

The outer court contained the Brazen Altar & Brazen Laver. The inner court/Holy Place contained the table of showbread, the lampstand, and the altar of incense. The veil separated the Holy Place from the Most holy place/Holy of Holies. Q- What furniture piece is inside the Holy of Holies? Describe it.
As the high priest moved past the veil he saw the ark of the covenant. But wait… Q- How could he possibly see it? There was no light source inside the holy of holies? Thoughts?
We made a big deal about the Lampstand being the only furniture piece that acted as a light source within the tabernacle. Could it be that God is the light source within the Holy of Holies? Revelation 21 tells us that in heaven there will be no sun or moon needed for light, because Jesus the lamb is the light of heaven. Within the Holy of Holies was “God’s Glory” sometimes referred to as Shekinah. No man made light was needed in God’s presence. His very presence was the light.

The room light by God’s glory reveals a golden box - the Ark of the Covenant. It represents the very presence of God. The Lord Himself met with the high priest at the Ark between the 2 angels on the atonement cover. The atonement cover was a lid with two angels facing each other on it. God’s presence appeared between these 2 angels after the high priest sprinkled the blood on it. God’s presence is what the Ark represents. In fact, the whole Tabernacle was constructed just to house the Ark of the Covenant so that God could dwell among man.  Q- Would the Ark ever leave the Holy of Holies? Talk about it..
The ark had Acacia wooden rods covered in gold and 4 priests would carry the Ark. The Ark always went before the children of Israel when they traveled through the wilderness & promise land. The Ark was even carried into battle. Q- What can we learn from this? 

We should carry God’s presence with us everywhere. He should be our priority, going before us in all things. In our struggles we should carry the presence of God into our battles. The presence of God does not simply stay inside a Church building, we are meant to experience His presence everywhere we go.

Jesus is found in every element of the tabernacle. The Ark of the Covenant was a golden box. Q- How is Jesus like a box?
Boxes hold things & preserve things. When we can’t carry many items we through them in a box and carry the box. Boxes also hide away items from our view. Q- What are the 3 items that were placed inside the Ark? (Hebrews 9:4)
The Manna is God’s provision that we have not been thankful for. Aaron’s rod represents the authority God has placed in our life that we have not followed. The Commandments are God’s laws that we have broken and not kept. Do we realize these things are worthy of judgment – Death? God has taken these things we have done and has hidden them within Himself. The lid is placed on the box so no one can see our failure, and the blood of the lamb is sprinkled upon it. Q- Who can open up the blood covered Ark and dig out your past transactions? (No one can touch the Ark. No one can reach/see beyond the blood?) 
Jesus has taken all our sins. His blood has paid the price. Instead of being outcasts, we as priests carry God’s presence with us.

Internal Q- Your sins are locked away and covered by the blood of Jesus. Do you have some sin you need to put in the box? Let’s repent of it. God will take the wrong and cover with the lid of atonement. {pray}
VISION- God is a box. Stop carrying your failures. Place them within Him.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 25:10-22 NIV 10 “Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 15 The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16 Then put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law, which I will give you.

17 “Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 19 Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.
Leviticus 26:2 NIV 2 The Lord said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies) behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die. For I will appear in the cloud over the atonement cover.

Hebrews 9:4 NIV This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
VISION- God is a box. Stop carrying your failures. Place them within Him.
