Jesus According to Mark 7 – Surely the Son of God
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something amazing about Jesus..
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Q- Anything you want to share from finishing Mark?
This is Jesus according to Mark.  This is the Jesus he experienced and learned of and wanted to share with the world.  Q – From going over this book… name some things that Mark wanted us to know about Jesus?

There are a few names that appeared in the last 2 Chapters of Mark…  Q- Who was Pilate? Barabbas? Simon, Alexander, and Rufus of Cyrene?  Joseph of Arimathea? Mary Magdalene? Mary the mother of Joseph? Salome?   
These names & identities serve to make the Mark account historically reliable. It could be that some of these people were interviewed to get their firsthand account of the events.  It also stands out that PEOPLE are important in the gospel account.  You and I are just as important… Our names & deeds are remembered in heaven.
Jesus was bound and taken to Pilate. Q- How does Jesus respond to Pilate’s question and the Chief Priest’s accusations? 
Jesus did not proclaim himself King of the Jews, but He didn’t deny it either. Q- What would have happened had He said Yes?  What about No?

Had he said Yes, He would have angered Caesar who proclaimed himself King and God and been sentenced to death. Had Jesus said no, he would be lying – He is indeed King of the Jews. So Jesus responded “You have said so.” Jesus was in an impossible situation yet came through perfectly.  Pilate only had one encounter with Jesus...  Jesus didn’t teach memorable spiritual parables… only said 4 words… He didn’t work any miracles… yet Mark 15:5 says Pilate was amazed by Jesus.   -  Jesus is amazing in every situation.
When it came time to release one prisoner, the crowd chose Barabbas instead of Jesus. The shouted to Crucify Jesus and Pilate asked “Why? What crime has he committed?”  Q- How did the crowd answer Pilate?  (They didn’t.  He had committed no crime)
On that Crucifixion Cross Jesus died. A soldier who had mocked Him earlier, but now, seeing the crucifixion take place exclaimed “Surely this man was the Son of God.” How Jesus died was as amazing as how He lived.   How he rose from the dead will be remembered and celebrated forever.
Jesus told them He would die and rise again.  They were all shocked and afraid that He actually did it. But He really did do it.  All His promises are just as true… Including His promise of return!  Including His promises in Mark 16:15-18.  Q- What are those promises and do we have any questions about them?
Mark tells us about His Jesus. He is an amazing healer and teacher. He is a revolutionary, the source of life in a dying world. He is both God and man. He was prophesied of and unmistakably the Messiah. He is the King of the Jews and Surely the Son of God.  …But who is He according to you?
Internal Q– The beauty of Jesus is that you don’t have to go strictly on the words of Mark or any of the other Gospels.  Jesus is alive and you can know Him for yourself.  Do you want to know Him? Even if you know Him, do you want to know Him more? …in a deeper way? This very alive Jesus is about to hear us pray.  We believe He is going to answer us. {pray}

Vision-  Congratulations on reading through the book of Mark. Share who Jesus is with someone & continue reading about Him! 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 15:1-5 (NIV) So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” 5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

Mark 15:6-15 (NIV) Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
Mark 15 25-32 (NIV) It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge against him read: the king of the Jews. 27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

Mark 15:37-39 (NIV) With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died,[c] he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Mark 16:4-7 (NIV  they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
Mark 16: 15-18 (NIV) He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
