Jesus According to Mark 6 – the Accused
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Share something that isn’t around anymore that you miss…   (Keep it light & short!)
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Q- Anything you want to share from reading Mark up to Chapter 14?
The Temple in Jerusalem was a big deal. It was a sacred space that housed the Holy of Holies – The Manifest Presence of God. It was historically significant. It was the dream of King David and built by his son King Solomon. Beyond being a national monument & spiritual center it was also a place of salvation. This is where the lamb was sacrificed to push back the sins of the people.
Q- Imagine how the people felt when they heard Jesus say that the Temple would be destroyed? Talk about that.  (Questions like this are designed to be easy… encourage/challenge normally quite people to talk)
Q- Later how was Jesus’ prophecy wrongly used against him? {Mark 14:57-59}
Jesus’ prophecy was right.  The Temple does not stand today.  It was destroyed by Rome in 70AD. 
Peter, James, John, & Andrew asked Jesus to tell them more specifically when the temple will be destroyed.  Jesus further prophecies to them. Prophecies often hold 2 fold meanings.  That is to say they foretell a more immediate situation and also a further in the future meaning. The prophecy that Jesus gives is for His disciples’ immediate future but it is also for our time.  He warns them of deceivers who will come in Christ’s name.  That nation will rise against nation, earthquakes, famines…  That prophecy was for their time but it is also for the END TIME.  Jesus’ prophecy is also about the end of the world.  And we see some things in that prophecy that are very much happening in our world.  We are all looking forward to the day when Jesus comes in the clouds.  (Mark 13:26)  Q- So… how can we know the day Jesus will return? 

Mark 13:32 tells us clearly that no one knows the day or hour but the Father.  This is so clear… yet every year there is some Christian group proclaiming to know the day the world will end… Q – Why? Thoughts?
Jesus tells us not to be deceived… anyone who claims to know THE DAY is a deceiver.

A lot happens in Chapter 14.  Help us tell the story.

Q- A woman does something with perfume… Tell the story.  Q- Jesus and the disciples share a last supper.

Q- Jesus goes to a garden… Tell the story… 
Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and taken to the Sanhedrin. Q- What is the Sanhedrin?
It is a council of 20-23 men that acts like a court system. Every city in Israel had a Sanhedrin. 
Q- Describe the Trial.  Q- How did Jesus defend himself when He was on trial? …Thoughts on why?
The Trial was a setup. It was a dishonest display. Even the small fact of the High Priest tearing his clothes in an emotional display was breaking the Old Testament  command that specifically said – High Priests must not tear their clothes (Leviticus 21:10).  Yet Jesus never defended himself.. He was like a lamb led to the slaughter a sheep silent before the shearers. 
We see 2 High Priests in this courtroom.  One of them is an accuser, the other accused. One is a liar, the other tells the truth and IS THE TRUTH.  One brings death the other brings life AND IS LIFE.  One represents religious rule the other represents love and IS LOVE.  One high priest is dead and gone and so is his temple… the other lives in a kingdom that has no end.
Internal Q– Jesus’ trial wasn’t really his trial… It was ours. He stood in our place. We would have no legal defense against our sin so our high priest didn’t defend himself. Do you believe he did this for you? Do you accept this gift of Love?  Are you really walking in the freedom Jesus brings.  {pray}

Vision- Choose the right high priest. Next week Mark 15-16
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 13:1-2 (NIV) As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.”                                Mark 13:26-27 (NIV) “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
Mark 13:32-33 (NIV) “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[e]! You do not know when that time will come.
Mark 14:55-65 (NIV) 55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree. 57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.
Isaiah 53:7 (NIV) He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
