Jesus According to Mark 4 – The Source
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you missed the point… 
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Q- Anything you want to share from reading Mark up to Chapter 8?
We are now halfway through Mark!  In just a few Chapters we have been exposed to a vibrant, passionate, miraculous Christ!  The Christ that Mark wanted to introduce.
The Pharisees had unsuccessfully attempted to attack Jesus and in Chapter 7 try a different tactic. Q- What did they do differently? (They attacked His disciples)
The Pharisees actually started an argument over washing hands… They brought, what appears to be, matters of Proper Hygiene against Jesus’ disciples. The washing of the hands was more than just hygiene. It wasn’t about physical filth but about Holiness. The significance of hand washing comes from Old Testament law.  There were lots of rules about what you could and couldn’t do even to the point of washing ones hands, and the Pharisees felt they were superior to the disciples because of their religious exercise which the disciples (many of which were crude fishermen) were overlooking.
Q- How did Jesus respond? (7:14-19)
Jesus goes right to the source of the problem. He never talks about the old testament hand washing custom, instead talks about the true source of contamination. All the religious practice in the world won’t keep you from the contamination of sin… The Pharisees didn’t get it and perhaps we don’t either.
If you think going to church makes you Holy… you don’t get it.  If you think making sure you don’t say curse words will make you Holy… you don’t get it.  If you think I better only hang out with good Christians and not sinners so that I can be and stay Holy… you REALLY don’t get it.  We & the Pharisees are already contaminated with sin and only Jesus can save us…He is the saving source. Not our religion. 
Q- In Ch 8 Jesus feeds the 4000.  Tell us about that story.

Q- This isn’t the 1st time Jesus feeds thousands. In Chapter 6 he feeds 5000! Why then would the disciples respond with “What do you expect us to do about it? Buy food out here in the desert?”
The disciples just didn’t get it. They had seen Jesus do this amazing miracle before! They didn’t have faith that He could do what He had already done. They didn’t understand He was the source..

The Pharisees show up after Jesus feeds 4000 people and challenge Him to prove Himself. Q- What do you think of this situation?  Q- Is there any pleasing a Pharisee?  Why? Q- Do we want guarantee.. and why?
Jesus and the disciples get on a boat but forgot bread… They had just taken up 7 baskets of leftovers from the 4000 feeding.  The disciples started to argue and assign blame for the oversight. Jesus tells them that they have missed the point. Q- What do you think Jesus meant?
Q- How do we miss the point?  {Push for Transparency}

Jesus is the Source… yet the Pharisees would rather argue about religion. Jesus is the Source… yet the disciples still have trouble seeing it.  Do you know that Jesus is your source? Are we missing the point?
Internal Q– What do you need from Jesus?  Do you believe He is your source?  {pray}

Vision- He is our source!  Let’s live like He is our source. Next week will take us through Mark 12
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 7:6 (Msg) The Pharisees and religion scholars asked, “Why do your disciples flout the rules, showing up at meals without washing their hands?”
Mark 7:14-19 (Msg) 14-15 Jesus called the crowd together again and said, “Listen now, all of you—take this to heart. It’s not what you swallow that pollutes your life; it’s what you vomit—that’s the real pollution.”17 When he was back home after being with the crowd, his disciples said, “We don’t get it. Put it in plain language.”
18-19 Jesus said, “Are you being willfully stupid? Don’t you see that what you swallow can’t contaminate you? It doesn’t enter your heart but your stomach, works its way through the intestines, and is finally flushed.” (That took care of dietary quibbling; Jesus was saying that all foods are fit to eat.)
Mark 8:10-12 (NIV) 1-3 At about this same time he again found himself with a hungry crowd on his hands. He called his disciples together and said, “This crowd is breaking my heart. They have stuck with me for three days, and now they have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they’ll faint along the way—some of them have come a long distance.”
4 His disciples responded, “What do you expect us to do about it? Buy food out here in the desert?” 5 He asked, “How much bread do you have?” “Seven loaves,” they said.
6-10 So Jesus told the crowd to sit down on the ground. After giving thanks, he took the seven bread loaves, broke them into pieces, and gave them to his disciples so they could hand them out to the crowd. They also had a few fish. He pronounced a blessing over the fish and told his disciples to hand them out as well. The crowd ate its fill. Seven sacks of leftovers were collected. There were well over four thousand at the meal. Then he sent them home.
Mark 8:11-12 (Msg)  the Pharisees came out and started in on him, badgering him to prove himself, pushing him up against the wall. Provoked, he said, “Why does this generation clamor for miraculous guarantees? If I have anything to say about it, you’ll not get so much as a hint of a guarantee.”
Mark 8:13, 16 (Msg) He then left them, got back in the boat, and headed for the other side. But the disciples forgot to pack a lunch. Except for a single loaf of bread, there wasn’t a crumb in the boat… the disciples were finding fault with each other because they had forgotten to bring bread. Jesus overheard and said, “Why are you fussing because you forgot bread? Don’t you see the point of all this? 
