Jargon 2 – Grace & Mercy

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the last time you asked for a favor
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
              Welcome to the second installment in our Jargon series. So far we’ve learned that Christ’s church is us and that if we are his disciples then he is our teacher. Q- How did we wind up in such a fortunate position that God loves us and calls us His? 

Why, Grace and Mercy of course! He gives grace, he gives mercy, but if we don’t have an understanding of these words then we are missing out. Q- What does Grac9+e mean to you?

You may have heard phrases such as “Grace is unmerited favor” or “Grace is getting what you don’t deserve and mercy is not getting what you do deserve.” Those are good guides, but all too often catch phrases can leave you with more questions. We had better dig a little deeper. We see from scripture that grace is something that God gives freely, but there are times because we obey God that He gives MORE grace. Grace is always God favoring us, or in other words picking us out for something good. Q- Can you share a time that God picked you out and gave you something good? Q- Can you share a time that you extended grace to someone in your life. Q- Who is God’s grace extended to? (Titus 2:11)
             We see from scripture that Grace is salvational. You can’t earn salvation. As a matter of fact, according to the Strong’s Concordance our greek word “Charis” is a root word for the greek word Charisma which is used many times to describe spiritual gifts and the free gift of salvation. Q- Salvation? That has to do with God being merciful! What’s the difference between grace & mercy?

             The easy answer is: By God’s grace (picked us out for some good stuff) we have been given mercy… Q- What is mercy? Define it.

Well, we see from our Strong’s definition that it must have something to do with compassion. The bible tells us that all have messed up and broken God’s laws, and we know that there are bad things that are supposed to happen to people that break God’s laws. But God would rather see us succeed. He wants good things for his children. And while the bible tells us that he corrects us for doing wrong, we don’t get his wrath because he wants us to keep trying. Q- Can you share a time, without naming names, that you have shown someone mercy or perhaps received mercy? Q- How do we receive mercy? (Matt 5:7)
            So Grace and Mercy: God picked you out so that you could have good things instead of bad things happen to you. You didn’t earn that! It is grace. And we know from the bible that the kind of grace that leads to salvation cannot be earned, it’s free! All you have to do is make up your mind and start taking steps towards Jesus. This is God’s grace & mercy at work. Although all have sinned we can all receive grace through Jesus.
Internal Q-  Do you see God’s grace in your life? Will you look for God’s grace in your life? Can you plainly see that God has given you favor? Do you believe that God is merciful? Will you look for his mercy in your life? Have you shown grace and mercy to everyone in your life?

Vision – Live out grace and mercy this week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 

Psalm 27:7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Romans 3:24  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
Strong’s Concordance- Hebrew: Khane: graciousness, that is, subjectively (kindness, favor) or objectively (beauty): - favour, grace (-ious), pleasant, precious, [well-] favoured.

Strong’s Concordance- Hebrew: Khaw-nan: to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior; to favor, bestow; causatively to implore (that is, move to favor by petition)..
Strong’s Concordance- Greek: Charis: graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude): - acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure, thank (-s, -worthy).

Strong’s Concordance- Greek: El-eh-eh'-o: to compassionate (by word or deed, specifically by divine grace): - have compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on).

