Idols: Breaking the idol cycle (4 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Did you idolize someone growing up?  Share who.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  I Kings 1:21 / II Chronicles 34:1-4 / 1 Corinthians 8:4
When you read through the history of the nation of Israel as it is recorded in the Old Testament a pattern becomes very clear.   The nation would repeatedly become involved in idol worship.  Idol worship would lead to all of the pain and destruction that idols wreak in lives, as we have studied in recent weeks.  In addition God would severely judge the nation for their idol worship.  The nation would repent, destroy the idols, and turn back to God.  For a time they served Jehovah but they inevitably returned to the idols their fathers had worshipped.  The passage we read from 1st Kings is a small snapshot of this pattern.  King Amon lead the nation in the same idolatry that his father Manasseh led them in, with the same devastating consequences. 
Q- Even though we can clearly see the benefits of serving God and the destruction of idol worship, why do we repeatedly fall back into the pattern of idol worship? 
Q- What does this repeated pattern look like in modern culture? (Remember how our nation turned toward God and rejected materialism following 9/11.) 
Not only is the pattern of falling into idol worship repeated, but the method of ending idol worship is very clear.  Idol worship had to be eradicated.   Every time the nation truly repented they completely destroyed every trace of idol worship.  The very geographical places that idol worship was home to were leveled.  In many cases the priests of the idol religions were executed.  They understood that idol worship is so virulent that the only hope for escaping it was to eradicate any and every trace of it, but even that was not enough.  They had to fill the vacated space with whole-hearted worship to Jehovah.  As we have learned in this series, we are hard wired to worship.  Idols cannot simply be removed, they must be replaced or they will once again fill the void.   
Q- What would it look like to purge your life of any and all idols today?
Q- Is it possible that the reason we fall into so many destructive patterns in life is because we work very hard at removing the destructive idols, but we do not replace them with a vibrant relationship with Jesus Christ?
The most profound statement about idols is one we have revisited often in this series.  An idol is nothing in this world…   The profound truth of this simple statement is that the only power an idol has is the power we give it.  When we give ourselves to it then it becomes enormously powerful, when we do not it is literally nothing.  The destruction of idols begins with us ceasing to feed them, pay attention to them, give to them, and thusly empower them.  
The only reason stray cats hang out is because someone is feeding them.  The only reason rodents infest a home is because they find food and nesting material.  When these things are removed they go away.  When worship is withdrawn from an idol the idol dies.  The modern equivalent of chopping down idol images and burning the altars is simply removing the idol and ceasing to worship it.   Remember, God will not share His Glory with another so He will not co-exist in your life with idols.  The first step in a relationship with Jesus Christ is removing idols from your life.
Q- (Internal) What do you give yourself to that is taking space from a relationship with Jesus Christ?  Are you ready to change?  <Pray>
Vision: Think on this - An Idol is nothing!  We don’t want to give our life to Nothing!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
I Kings 1: 18And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 19Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.  20And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh did.  21And he walked in all the way that his father walked in, and served the idols that his father served, and worshipped them: 
II Chronicles 34: 1Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years. 2And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways of David his father, and declined neither to the right hand, nor to the left. 3For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his father: and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved images, and the molten images. 4And they brake down the altars of Baalim in his presence; and the images, that were on high above them, he cut down; and the groves, and the carved images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and made dust of them, and strowed it upon the graves of them that had sacrificed unto them. 

1 Corinthians 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

