Idols: Designer Deities (3 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I’m always interested in learning about…
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
We live in an age of unprecedented spiritual interest.  Books of a spiritual nature have dominated the best seller lists in recent years.   There is increasing openness to the supernatural.  However all of this interest has not resulted in a lot of worship for the living God, or in many people coming into a relationship with God.  

Q- Why would there be an increased interest in the supernatural, but not an increase of Relationship with God? You would think one would lead to the other… What are we missing? 

Perhaps we are: intrigued by the supernatural but not impassioned for truth, more spiritual than Spirit-Led, curious about God but not convicted by truth, impressed by mysticism but not passionate for truth.  
Perhaps we: confuse sensation with Spirit, desire spirituality but reject a God that is above all, want contact with a spirit being but don’t necessarily want one that claims to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords…

The Apostle Paul wrote Romans 1 to describe the culture of his day, but when we read it we see it perfectly describing todays culture.  “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools”
Q- What are some ways our culture professes wisdom that is actually foolishness.

Paul said - They changed the Glory of the incorruptible God into a human like image… Any time we change the glory of God into something more like ourselves we become fools!  
Q- As strange as it sounds… People seek to change God…  Why? 
Q- Has there ever been a part of God you weren’t comfortable with and wished you could change? Share…


                      Also….  What would you change about God?

The idea of a supreme deity offends because it causes us to admit our own limitations and shortcomings. Some decide to worship the created thing more than the creator.  Some try to “redefine” a god they are more comfortable with. God is shrunk down, reduced to palatable proportions, made more manageable, until He makes more sense.  This satisfies the desire for spirituality without demanding morality.  

There are two reasons why we would design our own deity instead of seeking the reality of God. 
1. To have it our way. “Have it your way” is more than an old Burger King slogan. Most Americans believe it's a constitutionally endowed right. Thomas Jefferson said, "I am a sect myself."  Thomas Payne said, "My mind is my church." 
Why is this so problematic? Individualistic spirituality leads to an individualistic god. This is a god of our making: modifiable, manageable, manipulate-able.   We develop a god that perfectly conforms to our needs instead of us conforming to Him. 
Q- We want a god that will cater to our desires, but what if we need things we don’t desire or desire things we do not need? 
2. We resist what we cannot explain.  We “need” to be able to explain everything.  Most people will not look you in the eye and respond to any question with the words, “I don’t know.”  We are troubled by what we don’t understand Just like Israel when God’s Glory overwhelmed them.

Internal Q- What good is a god that is no bigger than your mind – your ability to comprehend and explain? How much better is it to have a God who surpasses your comprehension?  <Pray>
Vision: This week - Don’t seek to Change God.  Ask God to change you.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man: man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

II Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Exodus 24:17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.
