Idols: Identifying Idols (2 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Share something that you were terrified of only to discover that it was harmless if not enjoyable.  
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Exodus 20:3,4,5
Most people are familiar with the children’s novel, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz that was published in 1900.  Certainly many more know about the stage and film versions of the story.  In one of the most startling moments of the narrative a screen tips over and the all powerful wizard is revealed to be nothing more than a little old man from Omaha.  He was powerful by virtue of the fact that people believed he was powerful.  We see this same idea repeated often in children’s stories.  Santa only exists as long as enough children believe he exists.  When belief in Santa starts to wan he starts to fade.  Magic only happens as long as children believe magic is happening.  The magic dust Tinker Bell sprinkled on Peter to help him fly only worked as long as he believed it would work.   Last week we started a discussion about idols.  We discovered how controlling, destructive, and ruthless idols are.   But according to the text we read, idols are kind of like the wizard of Oz or Tinker Bell’s magic dust.  They are only as powerful as we allow them to be.  Our text says that “an idol is nothing at all in the world.”   But “nothing” will destroy you if you allow it to.  Inanimate things like chemicals and possessions wind up controlling lives and shaping destinies because an individual gives them the power to do so.  Another word for giving something power over your life is “worship”.   And the Bible warns us that when we yield ourselves to something we become a slave to it. Idol worship is not pagans kneeling before a stone carving.  Idol worship is yielding control of your life to something other than Jesus Christ. 
Q- Think about Paul’s statement that “an idol is nothing at all.” Explain how so many are so controlled by “nothing”.    
Q- Have you ever been controlled by “nothing”?  Tell us about it.
The Christians in Corinth were having a big debate.  Meat was sold in the market that had been sacrificed to idol gods.   Some Christians felt that since the meat had been sacrificed to idols it was then corrupt and evil.   The Apostle states very clearly that an idol really has no power at all, unless someone gives it power! With this understanding he goes on to say that a mature Christian would understand this and not be affected by the meat in any way.   Then he writes that there are indeed many “gods” and “lords” but they are really gods in name only until someone starts obeying them.   While there are some powerful principals about Christian liberty in this passage we really want to explore how dismissive he is of idols.   Lordship is really about to whom or what you consistently yield yourself.   That is your lord.   Whether a god is nothing or your ruler depends on you.  
Q- We all know the easily recognizable idols in our culture; addictions, celebrity worship, materialism, etc.   What are some less obvious idols that people yield, wind up worshipping these idols, and ultimately are controlled by them. 
Q- At what point does interest or passion for something cross the line and become idol worship?
When Israel followed after idols God declared that they had moved Him to jealousy with “that which is not a God.”  They replaced God, for the reasons we discussed last week, with something that could not ever be considered an adequate replacement in any way.  They replaced the ultimate reality with, in the Apostle Paul’s words, “nothing at all”.   We have given several definitions of idol worship.  Here is one more; When one attempts to get from another source, what can only be legitimately received from God, that is idol worship.
Q- What are the things that can only be legitimately received from God that we routinely look elsewhere for?
Q- What do you need to receive from God tonight?
 Let’s turn our attention to the only one who can do these things for us. <Pray>
Vision: Talk about Church/Connect Group with others. Invite them.  Let them know the exciting things that are happening!  TODD LUGLI – Missionary to Haiti will be at Redemption this Sunday!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
I Corinthians 8: 4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live. 7 But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.
Romans 6: 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey?
Deuteronomy 32:21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God;

