Idols: Identifying Idols (1 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Share something you developed an obsession or fascination with…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Exodus 20:3,4,5
Idols and the worship of idols are mentioned frequently in both the Old and New Testaments.   They are mentioned over 214 times in the Bible.  The first commandment God gave to Moses to deliver to the nation of Israel was a prohibition against idols.   When God enacted His great redemption plan by calling Abram out of Ur of the Caldees, one of the reasons God wanted Abram out was to separate him from a culture dominated by idol worship.   In Romans 1 the Apostle Paul names idol worship as the primary reason for human degeneracy and degradation.   Scripture leaves no doubt how devastating it is for humans to worship idols.  The New Testament word for idol is eikon,  where we get our word icon.  It literally means image.  The idea is a substitute image in place of the real thing.  God literally commanded that He not be replaced by an image, and that worship that should go to Him not be given to an image.  
Q- How would you define an idol?
Q- Why would people create and worship idols? 
The Bible tells us very clearly why people create idols.  In Exodus 20 God gave the law that the nation of Israel was to live by from the top of a mountain.  As He did there was thundering, lightning, and the entire mountain shook.  The response of the people was that they did not want to speak with God or God to speak with them.  They asked Moses to speak to God for them.  When confronted with the holiness of God and the law of God the people did not want anything to do with God.  Moses tried to reason with them, telling them that God had things to prove in them and to them.  But they refused to deal with God and a few chapters later created a golden calf that they began to worship. 
Idols are created in an attempt by humans to avoid dealing with the reality of God. 

Or here is another way to think about it.  The God thundering from the mountain top is way beyond our ability to control.  On the other hand, a golden calf cannot do anything to us and we can toss a tarp over it when we are done with it. 

The idols of the ancient world were easy to identify.  They were literally carved stone or wood images.  Most were grotesque and inspired fear.   They were displayed prominently and worshipped publicly.   When Paul arrived in Athens he wrote that the city was “wholly given over to idols.”  That is to say, you could not look in any direction without seeing a carved stone or wooden image of some made up deity that the people worshipped.   
Q- How are the idols of the ancient world different than idols today?
Q- How are the idols of the ancient world like the idols of today?
Q- If Paul were to visit the USA today do you think it would be obvious that we are “wholly given over to idols?”

The Bible shows us clearly why idol worship is so destructive.  Romans 6:16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey?  Idols are always demanding, ruthless, and insatiable.  Whatever you attempt to replace God with will become a tyrant in your life.  Let’s return all of our lives to the worship of the one, true God. 

Q- (Internal) Do you have any idols in your life?  Something you look to other than God for something significant in your life?  <Pray>
Vision: Make God a reality in your life every day this week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 20: 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 

Acts 17: 16Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.

Exodus 20:18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.
Romans 1: . 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. …. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen… 28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

Romans 6: 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey?
