I Am: Shammah/Present (4 of 8)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I would love to vacation in…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Last time we met we talked about how God is Jehovah Nissi. Q– Give us a quick recap of what it means for God to be Jehovah Nissi.
Getting to know God is a Progressive Revelation. There are some real mountain top experiences where we see God up-close. Over the last few weeks we have heard some great testimonies. Moments where God was talking, healing, working miracles.  We want to reiterate to you how important these testimonies are. We should always be ready to share these testimonies.

Q- What do you think people mean when they say “God was really at Church on Sunday. God was in the house. God sure was in our worship today?”  

God is omnipresent. He is everywhere. You can’t find a place on earth where God isn’t present, yet we often go through life unaware of His presence. Then in those moments when we “FEEL” His presence we become aware and declare “God is here.” But even when we aren’t aware, God is present. 
It can be quite a surprise when we realize God is present. Q- Share a story where you were suddenly aware of God’s presence.  Q- Are there any Bible story examples?
In Daniel 3, King Nebuchadnezzar was certainly surprised when he looked into the fire that should have killed the 3 Hebrew boys and saw a 4th man in the fire. Q- What can we learn from this story?
Israel was in exile in a foreign land. All their rights were taken from them. Logic would tell you that it was a hopeless situation. Their captors had killed many people, removed many more from their families, destroyed the walls of the city and the Temple of God.  We don’t have time to explain why Israel was in this predicament… but we want to tell you what God told the exiled prophet Ezekiel.  
In the midst of the upheaval where everyone thought the nation and its 12 tribes were lost… where it seemed God’s promise to Abraham would never come to pass… In the midst of that, God revealed a picture of the future to Ezekiel. This future is heaven and in it was seen all 12 tribes, a nation stronger than ever and the Temple of God.  There was a completely new city of Jerusalem and it had a new name.  The name of the city will be Jehovah Shammah, which means the Lord is there.
Heaven is a place where we are always made aware of His presence. Everywhere you look in heaven you will understand that the Lord, He is there.  You don’t have to wait for eternity to experience that assurance. You can look at your life now and declare the “Lord is there.” The “Lord is there” in your relationship problems. Jehovah Shammah is there in the middle of your fear.  The Lord is here right now.
Q- How can God be here?  We aren’t in His temple. We aren’t in heaven. How can God be here? [HG!]

The promise of Jehovah Shammah can be lived out on earth through the Holy Spirit.  Q- Some people might not understand what the Holy Spirit is.  Can someone share their experience with the Holy Spirit?
Internal Q- Is there an area of your life that you need the Lord to present? Jehovah Shammah is already there. Are you ready to surrender the situation to Him? Do you believe that He is present even when it looks hopeless? Do you want God’s Spirit to be present in your life? {Pray} 
Vision:   
Heaven is a place where we are always made aware of His presence.
Hell is a place where no one is aware of His presence.     How will you live your life in light of this?
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Ezekiel 48:35

"And the name of the city from that time on will be: the Lord is there."
1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.
Ephesians 2:21-22
21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Daniel 3:22-26  22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
Psalm 46:1
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Vision:   
Heaven is a place where we are always made aware of His presence.

Hell is a place where no one is aware of His presence.     How will you live your life in light of this?

