I Am: Shalom/Peace (2 of 8)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Where do you go when you need peace and quiet?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Last time we met we talked about how God is Jehovah Jireh. Q– Give us a quick recap of what it means for God to be Jehovah Jireh.
Getting to know God is a Progressive Revelation. We learn more about God’s character and attributes over time and through experiences. When God speaks to Israel in Egyptian slavery, he introduces himself as I AM.  Q- That’s kind of different right? Why would God introduce himself with the name I AM? 
When we discover God it’s like He is saying “I AM”, as in “Here I AM, I exist.” Anyone that comes to faith in God must have an “I AM” moment where we realize God really exists. Q- Tell us about your I AM moment.  [We should have this testimony and be able and willing to share it at a moments notice]
After we discover God exists there are still more discoveries to be made.  Remember this is a progressive Revelation. There is so much more to know about God than that He exists.  God wanted Abraham to know “I AM” Jireh, your provider. Tonight we want to focus on the God that tells us “I AM Shalom.”

God is Shalom. Shalom means Peace.  Q- Define Peace for us. (What does peace feel like?)  Q- How is God Peace?  Q- Someone tell the story of Jesus and his disciples in the boat in the middle of the storm.
In the midst of the storm the disciples ask “Do you care?” but on the other side of the storm they are saying “Who is this guy..? We need to rethink this Jesus. He’s is more powerful than we knew.. Wind & Sea obey Him!”  This is a great example of a Progressive Revelation.  Q- Are there any benefits to going through storms?  ..Can you share a time you went through a storm but Jesus revealed himself.
Most people define peace as an absence of conflict. We want you to know that God says I AM Your Peace.. That He will fight your battles, calm storms, and give rest and safety. However the view that peace is an absence of conflict makes Peace dependent on circumstance. God has a peace that passes understanding, it circumvents circumstance, and it is supernatural.  
Even in the midst of the storm you can have peace. In a similar storm Jesus & Peter walked on the water. There is a peace available even when the winds and waves aren’t stopping.  The disciples didn’t know this in Mark 4.  It hadn’t been revealed to them yet.  Had they known Jehovah Shalom was on board their ship they would have reacted differently in the storm. Q- Is there an area of your life you need to surrender to Jehovah Shalom, the Prince of Peace? Be transparent for a moment. [Do you realize Jehovah Shalom is present? He is onboard your ship. Surrender your worry to Him.]
One more aspect to Peace. From the Hebrew understanding it also represents wholeness or completeness. For us to not have “Peace” is to say we don’t have all we need. The list of “things we need” in life seem to be unending… Need a new job, car, energy, time, food, new phone, a vacation, help, some advice… If you need to seek an external thing for every lack in your life you will always be searching for the next thing… 

Internal Q- But what if we allowed the I AM to reveal that He is the very thing we need. Not just in the current situation, but every situation. Do you need some peace in your life? Are their some conflicts and storms that you need Jesus to calm? Will you trust Him? Let’s invite God to reveal himself as Peace. 
Vision:   God is trying to tell us day by day, moment by moment…  I AM what you need.
Want to read a crazy story about Jehovah Shalom? Read about Gideon in Judges 6-7.  In Judges 6:24 Gideon refers to God as Jehovah Shalom.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 3:14
God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
Colossians 2:9-10
9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Mark 4:37-41
37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”

39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”
Philippians 4:19  my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
