I Am: Rapha/Healer (5 of 6)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Who takes care of you when you are sick?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Last time we met we talked about how God is Jehovah Shamma. Q– Give us a quick recap of what it means for God to be Jehovah Shamma.  Q- Can someone explain what a Progressive Revelation of God means?
We hate sickness. Billions of dollars are spent every year in the hopes of finding cures to diseases. The average household will spend around 3,000 dollars in out of pocket health care expenses and average 16,000 in health insurance costs. There is a lot of arguing and fuss over government health care and website problems… while that has yet to all be sorted out, what we can conclude is we hate being sick.  We would pay just about any amount to feel well.

Q- Here is a question that an unbeliever and believer alike might ask…  If there is a God who loves us, then why do people get sick? Why is there cancer, aids, deformities, epilepsy, Alzheimer’s, blindness, autism, lameness and so many more maladies?  What do you think?
We have a progressive revelation of God. This revelation must include the understanding that God created the world. Each day he created an aspect of this world and then declared it to be GOOD.  In the Genesis account we see that God did NOT create sickness or death… He only created Good things for mankind.
Sickness and death came into this world when we listened to Satan the deceiver and fell into sin.  In a very real way – We brought sickness and death into this world – not God! Think about the number of people who have fallen away from faith when faced with a world marked by sickness and death. They may have wrongly given God credit for something we did by following Satan. Q- Do you agree it’s important to understand that God didn’t create sin or death?  Why? Share your thoughts. 

God doesn’t bring sickness but he does bring Healing.  God is Jehovah Rapha. He says I AM Healing. Rapha means "to restore", "to heal" in Hebrew. When the two words are combined - Jehovah Rapha - it can be translated as "Jehovah Who Heals."  
Q- Why does it make sense to look to God for restoration?
God is the designer and creator. You can’t properly restore something if you don’t understand what it was created to be. For this reason there is no one better than God at healing and restoring.

Q- Instead of looking to God for healing and restoration who might we look to & how does that turn out?
Q- Tell the story of Israel and the Red Sea.
It’s important to remember that after the phenomenal Red Sea miracle Israel still had difficulty.  They were dying of thirst and found water that was bitter and undrinkable. Then Moses cried out and God instructed to throw a branch into the water. This branch is symbolic of messiah and made the water drinkable. And it’s through this story that God reveals He Is Rapha/Healer.  Q- Has God ever healed you? Testify.
Q- Have you ever had “elders” pray for you? Explain what an elder is… tell us about the experience.

We must remember to look to the Creator for healing and restoration. Jehovah is still your healer today.
Internal Q- Do you need healing and restoration? Do you believe God is your healer? Just like adding the branch to the water saved and restored adding Jesus the messiah to your life will save and restore you. Do you really believe that?  Tell the Lord right now you believe He is your healer.  {Pray} 
Vision:   
Who better than the creator to heal and restore us?
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 15:22-26
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”

25 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood/branch. He threw it into the water, and the water became fit to drink.

There the Lord issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to the test. 26 He said, “If you listen carefully to the Lord your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you.”
James 5:14-15
Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up.
Psalm 103:2-3

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—

3 who forgives all your sin and heals all your diseases,

Vision:   
Who better than the creator to heal and restore us?

