I Am: Nissi/VictoryBanner (3 of 8)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you won something.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Last time we met we talked about how God is Jehovah Shalom. Q– Give us a quick recap of what it means for God to be Jehovah Shalom.
Getting to know God is a Progressive Revelation. God is the I AM. We’ve talked about how that is a funny name, but now we understand it is God’s progressive revelation. God over time reveals I AM Jireh/provider. I AM Shalom/peace. God is also named Jehovah and that name translates to “The existing one” or “to be.” The name Jehovah also suggests “to become or to become known.” The name Jehovah denotes a God who reveals himself unceasingly.

God is constantly revealing himself but that doesn’t mean we’re always receiving that revelation. Q- What are some reasons we might not be receiving God’s unceasing revelation?
We read an interesting story from Exodus 17. Q- Someone tell the story.

In the middle of a war the tide was turned as Moses lifted his hands to God.  Although the battlefield was full of men with swords and shields in their hands, the fight was won as a man lifted empty hands to God. Q- Who won the battle? The Army, Moses, or God? [God]  Q- What can we learn from this?
Q- Tell us about a time your battle belonged to the Lord.

Defenseless hands surrendered to the Lord have their battles fought by the Lord. Moses knew this. The Lord was teaching Moses that it wasn’t the untrained Israelite army that won the battle. Moses it’s not your leadership. This victory isn’t something you have earned Moses.  Moses and all of Israel defeated the enemy that day because God is Jehovah Nissi.  He is a Victory Banner.
Moses, recognizing that the Lord was Israel's banner under which they defeated the Amalekites, builds an altar named Jehovah-Nissi. Militaries would attach a banner or flag to a pole with their kingdom’s insignia attached. In battle opposing nations would fly their own flag on a pole at each of their respective front lines. This was to give their soldiers a feeling of hope and a focal point. This is what God is to us: a banner of encouragement to give us hope and a focal point.
Q- When we get in struggles and battles what should we do?  Walk us through that..
Q- How valuable were Arron & Hur on this day? Q- How can we do this for others?
Q- When we are in struggles what might we do that is bad? [isolate, try to fight it ourselves…]

Jehovah Nissi, He is our victory. So many times we try to win the battle our self.  Maybe you here tonight have been going through some struggles.. Maybe it’s a rocky relationship, maybe it’s a dream that you want to see come to pass but seems to sputter out, maybe it’s a self-discipline issues within yourself. God wants you to know He Is your Victory Banner.  He wants to be put on display in tough times. He wants you to look to Him in Battle. He won’t just bring you victory HE IS YOUR VICTORY.
Internal Q- Do you believe God is the victory you’ve been searching and fighting for?  Do you believe that He is by your side and on your side? Are you ready to surrender the battle to Him? EVERY EYE CLOSED- If you are wanting the victory only God can give then we want to challenge you to do as Moses did. As I pray I want you to raise your hands and surrender your war to God. NO ONE IS GOING TO LOOK AROUND we all have our own wars to surrender. {PRAY – Put some guts in it!} 
Vision:   Surrender is normally defeat. But in God you can surrender to victory.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 17:8-15
8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, JehovahNissi / The-Lord-Is-My-Banner;
1 Samuel 17:47 “The Lord doesn’t save by using a sword or a spear. And everyone who is here will know it. The battle belongs to the Lord. He will hand all of you over to us.”
2 Chronicles 20:15  He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.
Psalm 91:2  I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
Vision:   Surrender is normally defeat. But in God you can surrender to victory.

