I Am: Jireh/Provider (1 of 8)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is difficult about meeting new people?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
It’s not easy meeting new people. More difficult is to really get to know someone. Q- How do you really get to know someone?  At what point do you feel you REALLY know someone?
We are complicated people.  We aren’t 1 dimensional figures. We are multifaceted and have a depth of emotions, character traits, abilities, and thoughts.  

There are times when we think we really know someone, but then we are shocked to learn a new aspect of them.  People keep surprising us. Even a long married couple can be learning new things about their spouse. This revelation of someone’s character and personality over time is called a PROGRESSIVE REVELATION. Q- What are some things you’ve learned about the people in this room?
People are complicated. But how much more complex & multifaceted is God?  Q- Is coming to know God a progressive revelation? What do you think? Share your experience.
In Genesis 11, God revealed himself to a man named Abram. God spoke to Abram about a land, and a future, and children, and blessing. Abram was interested, and who wouldn’t be?  He followed God and lived happily ever after. The End….   Not exactly. He dealt with many problems, but we will focus on this one…  Sarah his wife was not able to have children… They tried to have children for decades and now Sarah was  90 years old!!  Q- Why would God promise Abram something impossible?  Q- Does God promise impossible things here today? Name some of these promises.
God wasn’t just trying to reveal what He wanted to do for Abram. God was trying to reveal HIMSELF to Abram. This is also how God tries to reveal himself to us… It goes a little like this.  God comes to you and promises you something.  We are really excited but it is soon revealed that what He promised is impossible. You turn again to God and He SUPERNATURALLY provides what is impossible for us.
God did this for Abram. His wife, Sarah, was 90 & Abram was 99. It is impossible that they could have a child, but they did have a child because of God. Q- What does this story reveal about God?
Abram becomes Abraham, because God’s revelation changes us. The promised child, named Isaac, arrives and then the unthinkable happens. God asks Abraham to sacrifice and kill his only son. Q- Hold on! Say what!? What do you think Abraham thought?  Q- What is God trying to reveal?  Q- What happens?
Abraham names that place after Jehovah God. He calls it “Jehovah Jireh” which means – God sees & He provides. Through all of this, following God’s voice, the frustration over the inability to have children, and God’s request to kill the child Abraham had waited for all those years… Through it all He learned about God as a provider.  Q- Is God a provider for your life?  Share a Jehovah Jireh story. 

On the very spot where Abraham was to offer Isaac… On that very spot God offered His only son Jesus Christ. God provided the lamb for our sacrifice and Jesus stood in our place. The symbolism is prophetic. Like Isaac, we were under the knife of death because of sin… we needed a lamb and God provided His own son.   Jehovah Jireh – God sees our need and He provides. 
Q- {Internal} Are you learning more everyday about who God is?  Is there something you need tonight? Do you know believe that He sees your need? Do you really believe that? Do you know that He will provide? Ask Him to reveal Himself to you as Jehovah Jireh right now.    {Pray for your group!}
Vision:   Every day God is trying to reveal Himself to you. Instead of becoming angry or losing hope, stop and pray and ask God “What are you trying to show me about who You are God?”

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Genesis 22:1-2

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”

Genesis 22:7-13
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
Genesis 22:14
So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”
Philippians 4:19  my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
