I AM JESUS 9 – I AM HE
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Quickly finish this sentence… Jesus is _________
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God reintroduces Himself in flesh as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible, He says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Q - Can anyone remember any of the 8 “I AM” statements we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, I am the gate/door, I am the good shepherd, I am the resurrection & the life, & I am the way, the truth, & the life, I am the true vine, I am before Abraham] 
This is our final week of the I AM Jesus series. In this lesson we turn our attention to 2 scripture passages that feature a different I AM statement from Jesus. Q- What “I AM” statement does Jesus make in John 18? (“I am he”) 
Q- Someone tell us the context of this story? What is about to happen to Jesus (arrested & crucified) and who is Jesus talking to (soldiers come to arrest him)?  
Q- What happens when Jesus says “I am he?” What do you think was going on here?
The armed soldiers walk up to a group of un-armed men who were peacefully praying. The soldiers announce they are looking for Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answers “I am he,” and all the soldiers draw back and fall down to the ground. These soldiers were used to questioning suspects and bringing in perpetrators, but we could imagine they did not usually fall to the ground when doing their job. This was unusual.  
The Bible does not tell us why they fell to the ground. Maybe they were shocked to actually see the man they had heard so much about. Maybe they heard he was dangerous and were scared & shocked that he was right in front of them. Maybe something spiritual took place. This story should remind you of the time Jesus appeared to the apostle John in Revelation. John fell at the feet of Jesus as though dead. No matter what the cause of the soldiers fall, we can understand that our Jesus is surprising, and a revelation of who he is life changing.

Q- What is the I AM stamen in Acts 9? (I am Jesus v5) Q- Give us context to this story.

These “red letter” words of Jesus come after His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. This man named Saul is not a believer in Jesus and is trying to put an end to people following Jesus. Saul is arresting anyone who is a believer in Jesus Christ.  Saul believes that He is doing God’s work… imagine Saul’s surprise when he asks “who are you Lord?” and hears the words “I am Jesus…”
Saul had a religion. He had a belief in God? Q- Why would he ask “Who are you Lord?” if Saul already had a Lord?
It is not enough to have a religion or a belief system. It is not enough to hear about God. You need to have a first-hand encounter with God. In both our stories, the soldiers & Saul were both very surprised and swept off their feet when they had an encounter with Jesus.  Saul asked “who are you Lord” when he encountered Jesus. This is a confession that Saul did not really know the Lord until he met Jesus.

Jesus is the Lord, and no matter what we have heard, read, and believed, when we meet Jesus we too will fall to the floor in amazement. Q- Tell us about a time Jesus floored you.
Q- Both the soldiers & Saul were there to persecute Jesus. How did Jesus respond to these who opposed Him?
We know that Jesus heals one of the soldiers after Peter cut an ear off. We know that Jesus lead Paul to a man named Ananias who shared the gospel with him. Saul & the soldiers had, no doubt, heard negative things about Jesus… They may had heard he was rebellious, dangerous, and a liar, but when Jesus introduces Himself by saying “I am he,” lives were changed. Let’s invite the Lord to introduce himself to us in prayer.
Internal Question- Jesus you are the “I AM.” We have studied about your “I AM” statements and we believe. Help us right now to go beyond hearing & reading. Jesus, introduce yourself to us. “Floor us” with a revelation of you.  {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM.” He has so much more to reveal to us. A revelation of who he is life changing.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 18:2-8 (NIV) 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”
Acts 9:1-6 (NIV)Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

VISION- Jesus is the “I AM.” He has so much more to reveal to us. A revelation of who he is life changing.

