I AM JESUS 7 – the true vine
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite fruit?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God reintroduces Himself in flesh as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible, He says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Q - Can anyone remember any of the 6 “I AM” statements we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, I am the gate/door, I am the good shepherd, I am the resurrection & the life, & I am the way, the truth, & the life] Q- What is the “I AM” statement we read this week? {John 15:1} 
Jesus says I AM the vine. Q- How is Jesus the vine? What is Jesus revealing to us?
Vines are different from the majority of the plant world. Most plants are stalks and can predictively grow to a set height & width, but vines climb, trail, and spread. Vines reach out far from where they began. Wherever a vine reaches it grows and brings life. Jesus is the I AM who is the vine. Jesus is from Heaven, but like a vine, has reached our earth. Jesus is the vine who has brought spiritual life to Earth. Like a vine Jesus reaches into humanity, reaching beyond race, social standing, lifestyle, religion, all divisions, and He brings life. Q- Someone please share how Jesus has reached you. Tell us that testimony.  Q- Is there anyone that Jesus won’t reach? (It is IMPORTANT to know that NO ONE is excluded from the reach of this vine named Jesus)
Jesus’s description of the vine includes others. Q- Who is the gardener? (the Father/God) Who are the branches? (His disciples, believers including you & me)

Wild vines grow wherever they please, but vines under the supervision of a gardener are trained and shaped. Jesus is not a wild vine. Jesus is planted by the Gardener and is purposed for bearing fruit through His branches. Q- Verse 2 says something alarming. Read it again and tell us what you think cut off branches means?

It seems very important that branches bear fruit. If a branch does not bear fruit it is cut off the vine. We are the branches. We need to bear fruit. Q- What is this fruit that Jesus is speaking of?  (A lot of things could be said here… basically the fruit is all the good things that Jesus produces in us.. love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control)

Q- What is the singular difference between the branches that bear fruit and branches that don’t bear fruit? 
Q- What does it mean to remain in Jesus? Q- How do we remain in His love (Verse 9)
The power of the vine is connection. Everything that connects to the vine will live. The life of the vine, Jesus, is found in the branches, His disciples. If we remain in Him and He remains in us, we will bear fruit. Q- Can you give us advice on how to remain in Jesus? (spend time with Jesus, pray, read the Word, worship…)
In our current Christian culture we often make the mistake of only connecting with Jesus at a Sunday service or midweek study. Jesus says we need to remain in Him. This does not suggest setting aside a small portion of our week for connecting, but a continual connection with Him. It is the branches that remain connected to the vine that produce fruit. 

Our culture has more of a plug & play idea of connecting with Jesus. We expect to plug into a worship service for 1 hour and have instant fruit. Many plug into Jesus during the worship service, but unplug after and remain unplugged until the next worship service. Q- Do you think this might explain why there are fruitless church-going Christians? What do you think?
Verse 8 tells us that God receives glory when we bear much fruit and reveal we are disciples of Jesus. As we pray tonight let’s make it our purpose to glorify God through our connection with Jesus.

Internal Question- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the true vine. Do you believe this? Are you glad that He has brought His life to earth? Are you remaining in Him? Are you bearing much fruit? Are you telling others about him? Will you repent of a “plug & play” mentality, and be completely connected to the true vine? {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the true vine. If we remain connected to Him we will bear fruit.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 15:1-9 (NIV) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 

7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the true vine. If we remain connected to Him we will bear fruit.

