I AM JESUS 5 – the Resurrection and the Life
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  People sometimes exclaim “this is the life” or “now, this is living.” What would make you say that?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God reintroduces Himself in flesh as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Q- Can anyone remember any of the 4 I AM statement we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, I am the gate/door & good shepherd] Q- What is the “I AM” statement we study this week? {John 11:25} Q- Who is Jesus talking to in this verse and what is the context of this well-known Bible story?
Lazarus, the brother of Martha, has become gravely ill. They send for Jesus because He heals, but Jesus throws everyone a curveball. Jesus doesn’t come immediately, but instead He chooses to come to the funeral. It is in this sad moment: the loss of a beloved brother & friend coupled the confusion on just why Jesus had not come sooner, that Jesus gives another I AM statement. 

Let’s read verse 23. Q- What did Martha think when Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again?”
Martha thought Jesus meant that Lazarus would be raised from the dead at the end of time. She says “I know Lazarus will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Martha’s “I Know” attitude was keeping her from receiving the true message Jesus wanted to reveal. Q- Do we often have an “I Know” attitude with Jesus? What does that look like and why do we do it? 
Q- What do you think Jesus was trying to reveal with the words, “I AM the resurrection?”
Jesus declares Himself to be the “I AM” who is the Resurrection, but He also says “I AM the Life.” Q- What do you think Jesus is trying to reveal here?
In John 1:4 it says “In Jesus was life.”  John doesn’t mean that a little bit of life was in Jesus… that some of life was in Jesus… The Word declares ALL LIFE is found in Jesus. The life that is in Jesus reaches all mankind with True Light!

Jesus doesn’t just say that He is the Resurrection & the Life; Jesus backs it up with action when He raises Lazarus from the dead. Jesus raised Lazarus so that everyone there: the disciples, Mary & Martha, even Lazarus would know that Jesus is the “I AM” that is Resurrection & Life. He did not do it because He was on an ego trip and wanted to flex his power. He did it because He wanted them to trust Him… trust the message He was trying to teach them. Do we realize that Jesus did this so that WE would know also? Jesus still does miracles, but He does not have to do another miracle for us to know that He is our Resurrected Life. This story should prove it to us and it should be enough! Q- Do you agree? Disagree?
Q- Do we sometimes forget that Jesus has already proven Himself to us? Do we sometimes act like Jesus has something to prove?  Talk about this!
I think we are all guilty of coming up to a problem and saying what Martha said… “Jesus if only you would have…” or “I know one day in the end you will make it right…”  These are not exactly ringing endorsements for an I AM God who has done so many wonderful things for each of us. Given all that He has done for us, we should walk up to our next problem and have the mindset that there is NO WAY our problem is bigger than our God. Instead of a mindset that Jesus needs to prove himself, we really should have the mindset that the problem needs to prove itself. Problem, prove that you are bigger than the I AM - WHO IS THE RESURRECTION & THE LIFE.

That is how it should be, but even when we are like Martha, Jesus remains patient and uses the moment to teach us exactly who He is and how much He loves us.  
Internal Question- Jesus is the “I AM” that is the Resurrection & the Life. Do you believe this? Have you been guilty of believing that your problem is bigger than the “I AM”. Ask Jesus to reveal Himself to you right now. Repent of having faith in your problems, and place that faith on Jesus; He is your Great I AM.   {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the Resurrection & the Life.  He is far bigger than any problem and He has already proven Himself both powerful & faithful. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 11:17-27 (NIV) 17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
John 1:4 (NIV)
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the resurrection & the Life.  He is bigger than the problem and He has already proven Himself powerful & faithful. 

