I AM JESUS 3 – The Gate
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name a celebrity you would like to knock on your door…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduced Himself to Jewish slaves in Egypt. Later God revealed Himself as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the I AM statements of Jesus. Q- What weere the 2 I AM statement we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life from John 6 & I am the Light of the World from John 8] Q- What is our I AM statement this week? {John 10:7}

When we worship Jesus we often sing & declare the great things HE IS and the great things HE IS DOING. Q- What are some things you like to declare about Jesus in worship?

Did anyone say “Jesus is my gate?” We don’t often lovingly call Jesus our gate in worship? Q- Why not? Why do we not think so warmly about Jesus as our gate?

We usually go to more personable declarations like king, healer, & creator. Gates are difficult to personify in our minds. Also, gates are barriers. They keep people in; they keep people out. We rarely think about gates in a warm manner. Gates are physical obstructions used to control entry…  yet, here is Jesus declaring I AM the gate. Q- Who is Jesus’ specific audience? (Pharisees 10:1) Q- What do you think Jesus is trying to teach his audience?
This seems to be a weird analogy, but there is some contextual knowledge that may help us understand this teaching. In biblical times, sheep would be herded into enclosures made of piled up stones set in a circular pattern. At the end of the day, the shepherd would lead the sheep into this enclosure, but instead of closing a gate, the shepherd would become the gate. The shepherd would actually sleep across the opening of the sheep pen, guarding his sheep as they slept. Q- Jesus is this gate! How does this make you feel?
This Jesus, this I AM, is willing to lie down in the sheep pen and be our gate. He places himself between the sheep & the wolves. Q- Perhaps we think God is trying to “control” us, when He is actually trying to protect us! What do you think? 
Q- Gates & fences limit our decisions. Can you think of a time when you were thankful for a gate, a limitation… or perhaps mad that a gate was keeping you out of a place you wanted to be? Tell us about it. Q- What happens to the sheep who enter through Jesus, the gate? (John 10:9 - They are saved!) 
Hopefully we understand that we are the sheep, but who are the thieves & robbers in this parable? The devil is not a bad answer here, but let’s look at what Jesus says in verse 1. “…anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.” Jesus tells us very directly that everything outside of Him will end up robbing us. Only those who enter our life through the gate of Jesus are truly reliable. Q- This can be hard to hear. What do you think? Is Jesus correct that anyone who enters outside of the gate is a thief & robber?  
Not only is Jesus to be our best relationship in life, but every relationship that is founded in Jesus is improved. 

Q- What do you think the phrase, “They (the sheep) will come in and go out and find pasture” means? 
Jesus continues to guard us even out of the pen.  Jesus the I AM will continue to guard and protect us and lead us to everything we need… food, shelter, blessing, fulfillment, relationships. This is all available to us IF we will enter THROUGH JESUS THE GATE.
We should trust the one who is willing to lay down His life for the protection of our life. We need to trust that Jesus can and will give us the best life possible? 
Internal Question- Jesus is the I AM that is the gate. Do you believe this? Do you believe that everyone who enters through Him will be saved? Are you thankful for a savior who will lay down His life for your safety? Is there an area where you are struggling with trusting & following Jesus? Will fight His will or follow His will?   {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the gate.  He is willing to lay down His life to protect us.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 10:1-10 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the gate.  He is willing to lay down His life to protect us.
